
Spring Term 
Year 7 

Subject: Half Term 1 Half Term 2 

Summary- a brief summary of what will be taught A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William 
Shakespeare 
Pupils will read and explore the ideas presented in 
the Shakespeare play ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’. They will have opportunities to turn their 
understanding of the play into creative writing 
pieces and will also analyse Shakespeare’s 
presentation of ideas. 

An Introduction to Charles Dickens 
Pupils will be given a selection of extracts from 
many of Charles Dickens’ classic novels. They will 
analyse the writer’s use of language and also 
create descriptive pieces of writing based on their 
reading. 

Knowledge  - bullet points of knowledge that 
should be acquired during this unit of work 

• Pupils will understand the conventions of 
play scripts 

• They will be exposed to a classic comedic 
play by Shakespeare 

• Students will also learn how to write a 
response about Shakespeare’s 
presentation of ideas. 

• Pupils will learn about the life and works 
of Charles Dickens 

• They will read and enjoy extracts from 
many of his novels 

• They will also gain more confidence in 
their creative writing skills along with their 
analytical skills. 

Skills – bullet points of main skills developed 
during this unit of work 

Skills that should be taught:  

• pupils should be shown a scripts and how to 
punctuate language within them. Useful starters 
and homework should be used to encourage 
confidence in using punctuation correctly. 

• pupils need to be aware of traditions common 
to people during the time Shakespeare wrote 
his plays, they need to be able to relate ideas 
from the play to Shakespearean and modern 

society.  

• pupils should also learn how to build upon their 
comments when discussing Shakespeare’s use 
of language. 

 

Skills that must be taught:  

• key focus on audience and purpose, register 
and tone adapted to suit target audience, 
expose pupils to a range of ambitious and 
appropriate vocabulary 

• how to analyse the writer’s use of language and 
structure 

• how to evaluate the writer’s presentation of 
ideas. 

Features included: first person narrative, detailed and 

imaginative descriptions about the sights seen, register, 
tone and appropriate yet ambitious vocabulary.  
Lessons will focus on:  

• analysing the features in monologues in detail, 
discussing the importance of an audience and 
their needs, making sure the language and 
audience is appropriate to the purpose and 

audience. Through starters introduce words of 
the week, spelling tests, word banks that 

include appropriate yet ambitious words. 
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Assessment –  how they will be assessed during 
this unit and dates if possible of any end of unit 
assessments 

Writing: Write a script of Helena’s dream love scenario 

with Demetrius. 
Key Assessment Objectives: 

Language AO6 Vary sentences for clarity, purpose 
and effect. 
Language AO6 Write with technical accuracy of 

syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses and 
sentences. 

Reading: AQA English Literature style question 
Key Assessment Objectives: 

Literature AO3 Relate texts to their social, 
cultural and historical traditions. 

 

Writing Assessment: Imagine that you are Oliver Twist. 

Write a monologue about the sights of Victorian London.  
Key Assessment Objectives: 

Language AO5 Producing texts that are 
appropriate to the task, reader and purpose. 
Language AO6 Select appropriate and effective 

vocabulary 
Reading Assessment: AQA English Literature style 

question based on an extract written by Charles Dickens. 
Key Assessment Objectives: 

Literature AO1 Understand, describe, select or 
retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

 

How you can help your child (resources, links to 
websites, other useful advice – reading, watching 
the news etc) 

• Read another Shakespeare play together. 

• Watch adaptations of Shakespeare’s plays 
and discuss why and how they are 
different. 

• Write a short play using similar techniques 
employed in Shakespeare’s plays. 

• Read one of Charles Dickens’ novels 
together and write a quiz based on it. 

• Research the background of Charles 
Dickens in more detail. 

• Try to write a short story together based 
on the ideas shown in Charles Dickens’ 
novels. 



Year 8 

Spring Term 

Subject: Half Term 1 Half Term 2 

Summary- a brief summary of what will be taught Poetry: War and Conflict 
This scheme of work looks at a variety of poetry 
based on war and conflict. Pupils will explore how 
writers use language to send out messages to the 

world. As well as learning to analyse poems, pupils 
will also get the chance to be creative and write 
their own poetry or short story based on ideas in 
the poems studied. 

 

Our Day Out by Willy Russell 
This unit of work has been designed to 
introduce pupils to a contemporary drama 
script. Pupils will be able to compare the play 
to the previous Shakespeare play that they 
have studied.  
 

Knowledge  - bullet point of knowledge that 
should be acquired during this unit of work 

• Pupils will build upon their knowledge and 
understanding of both world wars 

• Pupils will learn more about the poet 
Wilfred Owen through close analysis of his 
poems. 

• Pupils will develop their knowledge of the 
usual conventions used in scripted plays 

• Pupils will be introduced to dramatic 
techniques that will help their 
understanding of the play 

• They will also learn about what life was 
like in Liverpool in the 1970s (the context 
of the play). 

Skills – bullet points of main skills developed 
during this unit of work 

Skills needed: 

• be able to structure a poem logically 
or experiment confidently in order to 
create a specific effect 

• compare the different ways ideas are 
presented in poems by writers, relate 
ideas to the context of the poem. 

 

Skills needed:  

• pupils need to know how to set out 
a script, they must be able to create 
and sustain character and setting 
through a clear script. 

• pupils need to be able to identify and 
analyse the writer’s use of structural 
features, they need to be able to keep 
their thoughts focused on this idea 
throughout their response. 

 

Assessment –  how will they be assessed during 
this unit and dates if possible of any end of unit 
assessments 

Writing: Write a collection of 5 poems based 
on similar themes. 
Key Assessment Objectives:  

Writing: Create and script a scene 

between Carol, Mrs Kay and Mr Briggs at 
school the day after the day out. How 
would the teachers show their attitudes to 



Language AO5 Organise and present whole 
texts effectively, sequencing and structuring 
information, ideas and events. 
Reading: AQA Literature – Poetry Comparative 
question 
Key Assessment Objectives: 
Literature AO1 Understand, describe, select 
or retrieve information, events or ideas from 
texts and use quotation and reference to 
text. 
Literature AO3 Relate texts to their social, 
cultural and historical traditions. 
 

her, and how would she show her attitude 
to them? (40 marks) 
Reading: How does Russell use structure to 

show that …? (Based on AQA English 
Language Paper 1 Q3 – Language) 
Language AO2 Identify and comment on the 
structure and organisation of texts, including 
grammatical and presentational features at text 
level. 

 

How you can help your child (resources, links to 
websites, other useful advice – reading, watching 
the news etc) 

• Read more poems that are linked to war 
and conflict and discuss how the poet gets 
their message across to the audience. 

• Create poems at home about any topic 
that the family is interested in. 

• Read another of Willy Russell’s plays 
together. 

• Write a play together based on some of 
the ideas explored in ‘Our Day Out’. 

• Pick another part of the country to 
explore, create a leaflet about the 
background and history of the place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 9 

Spring Term 
Year 9 

Subject: English Half Term 1 Half Term 2 

Summary- a brief summary of what will be taught Poetry: Love and Relationships 
Outline: This scheme looks at a variety of poems based 
on the theme of love and relationships. Pupils will be 
encouraged to analyse and evaluate poets’ choice of 
language and structural features. There will also be an 
opportunity for pupils to express their own thoughts 
about love and relationships through creative writing. 

 

Shakespeare (Tempest/ Twelfth Night/ Much Ado 
About Nothing) 
This unit of work will follow a key Shakespeare 
play. Pupils will get the opportunity to explore a 
well-known Shakespeare play and understand the 
context that surrounds it. 

Knowledge  - bullet point of knowledge that 
should be acquired during this unit of work 

• Pupils will learn new vocabulary relating to 
poetry. 

• They will also be taught how to use the 
SMILE method in order to analyse a poem 
successfully. 

• Pupils will build upon their analytical skills. 

• They will also get the chance to reinforce 
their creative writing skills. 

Skills – bullet points of main skills developed 
during this unit of work 

Skills:  

• Planning, organising ideas as well as using 
a range of imaginative detail. 

• Pupils should be taught to approach 
poetry in a number of ways in order to 
write a full and developed response to 
both poetry sections. 
 

Skills:  

• Pupils should be able to identify the 
writer’s intention and the effects created 
by the writer’s use of language. 

• Pupils will develop their creative writing 
skills. 

Assessment –  how will they be assessed during 
this unit and dates if possible of any end of unit 
assessments 

Writing: Write a collection of poems based on 
the theme of love and relationships. 
Assessment Objectives: 
Language AO5 Write imaginative, interesting 
and thoughtful texts. 
Language AO5 organise and present whole 
texts effectively, sequencing and structuring 
information, ideas and events. 

Writing: Write a short story with a theme 
linked to the play. 
Assessment Objectives: 
Language AO6 Write with technical accuracy 
of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses 
and sentences. 
Reading: Extract taken from the play, AQA 
English Language style question (Paper 1) 



Reading: AQA English Literature Paper 2 
Sections B(Comparative). 
Literature AO1 Understand, describe, select 
or retrieve information, events or ideas from 
texts and use quotation and reference to 
text. 
Literature AO3 Relate texts to their social, 
cultural and historical context 

 

 Language AO1 Identify and comment on writers’ 
purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect 
on the text.  
 

 

How you can help your child (resources, links to 
websites, other useful advice – reading, watching 
the news etc) 

• Discuss issues relating love and 
relationships. 

• Read poems that focus on the topic of 
love and relationships. 

• Write and present poetry together. 

• Read another Shakespeare play with your 
child. 

• Discuss the issues in his plays – are they 
still relevant now? 

• Create a leaflet that explains why children 
should read Shakespeare’s plays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10  

SpringTerm 



Subject: Half Term 1 Half Term 2 

Summary- a brief summary of what will be taught Language paper 1 and 2 for all year 10 except 10 
set 3 who will study Macbeth  

10 set 3 who will now commence Exam 
preparation lessons on An Inspector Calls, 
Macbeth, Sign of Four, Power and Conflict poetry, 
and unseen poems 

All year 10 Poems from 
the Power and Conflict 
anthology 
 
Macbeth 

Knowledge  - bullet point of knowledge that 
should be acquired during this unit of work 

Language paper 1 and Paper 2 
Section A 

• What each question requires 
Section B 

• What the AOs mean 

• Structuring an answer 
 
 

• Revision of key themes 

• Revision of context 

• Understanding of exam questions 

• Analysis skills of Extracts 

• Planning and writing essay style answers 
 

Poems: 

• Context 

• Actual poem 
Macbeth 

• Plot 

• Characters 

•  Key themes 
 

Skills – bullet points of main skills developed 
during this unit of work 

• Analysis at word level 

• Structure 

• Intended effect on the reader 

• Writer’s intention 

• Context and its affect on the text  

• Planning an answer 

• Writing an exam answer 

• Analysing an extract (Sign of four) 

• Analysis at word level 

• Structure 

• Intended effect on the reader 

• Writer’s intention 

• Context and its affect on the text  

• Planning an answer 

• Writing an exam answer 

• Analysing an extract  

Poems 

• Analysis at 
word level 

• Structure 

• Intended effect 
on the reader 

• Writer’s 
intention 

•  

Assessment –  how will they be assessed during 
this unit and dates if possible of any end of unit 
assessments 

Both units should have rolling assessments, 
directed by the teacher, to enable assessment of 
learning. 
 
Both units will have a full PPE in Spring 2 

10 set 3 – 2 full PPEs – Macbeth /Sign of four 
extract based for Literature paper 1, and An 
Inspector Calls, Power and conflict poetry, and 
unseen poems for Literature paper 2 
 
 

Language paper 1 and 
paper 2 full PPE, 
followed by teacher 
directed assessments 
on Macbeth. 

How you can help your child (resources, links to 
websites, other useful advice – reading, watching 
the news etc) 

Ensure all homework tasks are completed.  These 
are set each week. 
 
GCSE POD 
Mr Bruff Youtube videos 
CGP Guides  
York Notes 

Ensure all homework tasks are completed.  
(Sign of four – as per Teacher, set 3 – Unseen 
poems) 
These are set each week. 
 
GCSE POD 
Mr Bruff Youtube videos 

Ensure all homework 
tasks are completed.  
These are set each 
week. 
 
GCSE POD 



Oxford Literature companion 
 

CGP Guides  
York Notes 
Oxford Literature companion 
 

Mr Bruff Youtube 
videos 
CGP guide to Language 
Paper 1 and paper 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 

Spring Term 

Subject: Half Term 1 Half Term 2 

Summary- a brief summary of what will be taught Revision of Macbeth, An Inspector Calls, Sign of 
Four and Poetry in preparation for the literature 
exam 
 
Recap one lesson a week on the Language papers 
– linked to areas of weakness noted from 
November PPE 

Language Paper 1 – section A & B 
Language Paper 2 – Section A & B 
Any untaught Poems from AQA Power and Conflict 
cluster. 
Unseen poetry analysis skills 
Revision for the Literature paper.   



Knowledge  - bullet point of knowledge that 
should be acquired during this unit of work 

• Confidence in understanding the 
requirements of the Literature exam 

• Confidence in the set texts: Plot, character 
and theme 

• Covering any weaker areas of the 
Language papers to develop confidence in 
those questions 

• Confidence in answering the Language 
paper 1 & Paper 2 

• Revision of key themes 

• Revision of context 

• Understanding of exam questions 

• Analysis skills of Extracts 

• Planning and writing essay style answers 
 

Skills – bullet points of main skills developed 
during this unit of work 

• Effective answering of exam questions 

• Quotes for the set texts recall skills 

• Language analysis skills 

• Close language analysis skills 

• Use of structure 

• Effective answering of the exam questions 

Assessment –  how will they be assessed during 
this unit and dates if possible of any end of unit 
assessments 

PPE w/c 26th February for Language paper 
Continuous mini-mocks for each of the set texts 
for the Literature paper.  

Mini- Mock Language paper 1 within the first 3 
weeks of term 
Teacher led assessments as needed 
 

How you can help your child (resources, links to 
websites, other useful advice – reading, watching 
the news etc) 

Ensure all homework tasks are completed.  These 
are set each week. 
 
Set up a revision timetable so that they cover all 
areas regularly for 30 mins each day (both 
Language and Literature).  Get Revising is a useful 
website for this, and free. 
 
USE: 
GCSE POD 
Mr Bruff Youtube videos 
CGP Guides  
York Notes 
Oxford Literature companion 
CGP guides for AQA English Language – 9-1 grades. 
 

Ensure all homework tasks are completed.  These 
are set each week. 
 
Set up a revision timetable so that they cover all 
areas regularly for 30 mins each day (both 
Language and Literature).  Get Revising is a useful 
website for this, and free. 
 
USE: 
GCSE POD 
Mr Bruff Youtube videos 
CGP Guides  
York Notes 
Oxford Literature companion 
CGP guides for AQA English Language – 9-1 grades. 
 

 


