
Pathways 
2022

Lea Manor High School

Curriculum Choices 

Message from Headteacher

Careers Advice 



In order to create super learners 

equipped with the knowledge, skills 

and qualifications to make life long 

choices we are committed to 

developing the following key skills:

• Resilience 

• Responsibility

• Rationality

• Reflection 

• Resourcefulness 

We are uncompromising in our 

belief that there are ‘no short cuts to 

success’ and are dedicated to 

ensuring the academic, social and 

emotional progress of all our pupils.  

We are building a community that 

celebrates diversity and is 

compassionate to others.
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At Key Stage 4 the curriculum is 

designed to meet your current and 

future needs, your talents and 

interests.  It builds on the breadth of 

knowledge and skills you have 

acquired at Key Stage 3.  

We are rightly proud of the breadth 

that we retain at Key Stage 4 with 

excellent representation from 

academic, linguistic, technical, 

artistic, physical and STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

disciplines.  

Curriculum



Leadership Messages 
Ms Gibson – Headteacher

This is one of the most exciting times of your academic career. It is now that 
you really start to make decisions that will help to inform your lifelong 
journey. We offer three fantastic pathways for you to follow, which support 
you in shaping your future. You should be driven by your own desire and not 
be influenced by what your friends are doing. This brochure gives a real 
insight into the courses offered and the further study and or employment you 
might pursue. You should look into career pathways and speak to teachers to 
help you make the right choices.

Remember these are two Year courses so you not only bring your previous 
knowledge, at the end you will be examined for your understanding over the 
two years. You need to be organised in your approach to study and focused on 
developing knowledge and skills. Having an understanding of the assessment 
criteria will support you in being able to recall at the end. The LMHS lesson 
helps through retrieval and SITs are vital in your tracking of how you have 
developed knowledge and skills over the course. You will have opportunities 
to practice exams in a formal setting before your finals.

I look forward to seeing the choices you make and working with you over the 
last two years of your time with us!

3

Mr Campbell – Head of KS4

Year 10 sees the start of Key Stage 4 and your GCSE years; without doubt 
some of the most enjoyable and rewarding years of your life. You will 
continue subjects that you have enjoyed and in which you have flourished 
during the past three years. The next two years are vitally important, as you 
will take a greater responsibility for your academic success, working with 
energy and dedication to achieve the best results you can.

Our aim in Key Stage 4 is to support and encourage our pupils, so that you 
derive enjoyment and fulfilment from your learning. A programme of events 
and experiences is designed to motivate you to take risks, work as a team, 
take on new challenges and gain confidence to find your place in the world. 
As your Key Stage 4 Dean, along with your teachers we are here to support 
you and with hard work and determination, you will go on to excel in your 
GCSEs.
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Pathways Choice 

Pathway 1
To gain the full English Baccalaureate (Ebacc), you must gain the equivalent of a Grade 4 

or above in the following subject areas:

● English;

● Mathematics;

● Combined Science;

● a Humanities subject (Geography or History);

● a Modern Foreign Language

● Two Open Options 

Many pupils who study this pathway will go on to study A-levels at 6th form college and 
then a degree at university.  Pupils who have excelled in the core subjects at KS3 are 
well suited to this pathway

Pathway 2
All courses in this pathway are GCSE or GCSE equivalent courses. 

You need to choose some of the Ebaac subjects but others

are open.

● English 

● Maths

● Science 

● Ebaac

● Open  Options 

This pathway has breadth and academic challenge and ensures all doors remain open 

both for further academic or vocational study, including all level 3 courses

1
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Pathway 3
For some pupils, studying for 9 GCSEs (or equivalent) does not meet their individual needs. 

Where this is applicable, a pupil will follow pathway 3.  

In this pathway course 3 is extra English and maths.  English and maths are of prime 

importance for your future life chances and some young people require extra support and 

time to ensure their basic skills are at a standard to ensure they can make their next steps, 

after Lea Manor, successful. 

A member of the school staffing body will discuss this with you on an individual basis. 
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Which one to go for?

All pupils at Lea Manor study English Language, English Literature, Mathematics and Combined 

Science at GCSE as well as core Physical Education and Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 

Education (PSHCE).  These subjects make up the core curriculum.

As well as the subjects studied in the core you will choose 4 other subjects to study that will make 

up your Key Stage 4 curriculum.  We believe that every subject we offer is uniquely important, so 

we recommend you study a broad range of subjects.  However, we feel that certain groupings of 

subjects (pathways) better suit your needs and abilities.  By following the correct pathway we 

believe that you will be better placed to make exceptional academic, social and emotional progress.

We offer 3 pathways at Lea Manor: 

● Pathway 1

● Pathway 2

● Pathway 3

. 
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Course Overviews 
Subjects offered at LMHS



Mathematics
GCSE (9-1)

Key Stage 4 Co-ordinator: Ms Smith

Career and Progression 
Opportunities

• AS/ A Level in Mathematics or 
equivalent

• Any Apprenticeship or Vocational 
course

• Any Degree in particular 
Medicine, Science and Economics 
or equivalent

• Any STEM degree or equivalent
• Actuarial analyst
• Architect
• Chartered accountant
• Data analyst
• Teacher
• Statistician
• Investment consultant including 

stockbrokers
• Any other STEM profession

Why Study Maths?

Pupils should be able to recall with 
accuracy key facts, statistics and 
terminology.
It gives them the tools and the skills 
to accurately carry out routine 
procedures and interpret 
information with precision.
It will enhance their analytical skills 
so pupils can challenge the methods 
used in assessing the validity of an 
argument to evaluate the presented 
results.
Successfully equipping them with 
skills to interpret scenario with 
multiple instructions and resolve 
tasks that contain chains of 
reasoning.
Challenge hypotheses and 
assumptions finding solutions based 
on grounded evidence.

Exam Board: Edexcel

Course Activities

• Number

• Algebra

• Ratio, proportion and rates of 
change

• Geometry and measures

• Probability

• Statistics

Maths and Numeracy skills will help our students become active members of 
society. Understanding the world about us by making sense of statistics and 
graphs in the news, understanding information about government spending 
and thus allowing them to make truly informed choices in our democracy.

Maths will help them in managing their finances by setting and keeping to a 
budget, understanding what interest is and understanding the financial 
implications of borrowing money.

The Course

Course Assessment and 
Structure

Paper 1
Written examination papers/ Non 
calculator 
1 hour and 30 minutes 80 marks 
available
Paper 2
Written examination papers/ 
calculator 
1 hour and 30 minutes 80 marks 
available
Paper 3
Written examination papers/ 
calculator 
1 hour and 30 minutes 80 marks 
available



Course Structure and 
Assessment 

Section A: Reading

- One literature fiction text

Section B: Writing

- Descriptive or narrative writing

Assessed

- written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

- 80 marks

- 50% of GCSE

Section A: Reading

- One non-fiction text and one literary non-

fiction text

Section B: Writing

- Writing to present a viewpoint

Assessed

- Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

- 80 marks

- 50% of GCSE

Spoken Language

- Presenting

- Responding to questions and feedback

use of Standard English

- Teacher set throughout course

- Marked by teacher

- Separate endorsement (0% weighting of     

GCSE)

Literature 1

- Shakespeare plays

- The 19th century novel 

How it's assessed

- Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

- 64 marks

- 40% of GCSE

Literature 2

- Modern prose or drama texts 

- The poetry anthology 

- Unseen poetry 

How it’s assessed  

- Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes

- 96 marks

- 60% of GCSE
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English Language 
and Literature GCSE (9-1)

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

English is good for any job that 
involves communication, writing and / 
or literary knowledge. These include: 
advertising and marketing, writing and 
journalism, law, consultancy, business, 
teaching, performing arts, academia, 
government, linguistics, foreign 
languages, media and design. Careers 
in the sciences, engineering, 
technology and maths also need more 
English than you think. Writing 
proposals, academic papers & articles 
and communicating with others is key 
to getting funding for projects and 
reaching people with your work.

Why study English?

English is one of the broadest 
subject a student can ever 
embark on as it gives you the 
chance to study rich writing 
from 19th Century England to 
the present. Studying English 
helps to sharpen your 
analytical, planning and 
research skills as well as gain 
knowledge of history, culture, 
philosophy and even human 
behaviour. By analysing and 
comparing texts, you will be 
able to improve your ability to 
interpret the author’s messages 
and in turn improve your own 
communication skills.

The study of English enables 
you to develop some key 
transferable skills which will 
benefit you not only while you 
are at school, but also in the 
outside world. Better spoken 
and written skills will impact 
on your ability to get yourself 
noticed, and will provide a 
strong foundation to grow on as 
you enter your desired 
workplace.

Exam Board: AQA

Lead Practitioner : Mr Igori 

The Course 

This course allows students to 
develop a love for reading and 
gives pupils the opportunity to 
explore a wide range and 
breadth of text choices. English 
also aids and develops fluid and 
appropriate communication 
methods (reading, writing and 
speaking & listening) to provide 
students with equal 
opportunities. 

Course Activities

• Analysing fiction
• Analysing non – fiction
• Comparing texts
• Writing
• Spelling, punctuation and 

grammar
• Spoken language 



Combined Science 
GCSE (9-1)

Lead Practitioner: Mr Johnson

Career and Progression 
Opportunities

Jobs you can get with triple science 
qualifications
· Pharmacist
· Quantity surveyor
· Researcher
· Chemist
· Mechanical Engineer
· Radiographer
· Physicist
· Chemical Engineer
· Midwife
· Laboratory technician
· Scientist
And many more

Why Study Combined 
Science?

Science is such an important aspect 
of modern life. It is important for 
appreciating issues such as:

· Understanding how our body 
works, and what might be the 
possible reasons why things might 
be going wrong when we have 
illnesses and diseases.

· It is the basis of technological 
development, which makes modern 
life easier than it might otherwise.

· Giving us the understanding of 
issues that have moral, cultural and 
ethical implications. We must have 
the knowledge to challenge those 
that are making decisions about new 
technology that affects.

Exam Board: Edexcel

Course Activities

Pupils will learn through a variety 
of activities including discussions, 
research, note-taking, reading, 
group work and practical. Most 
work will be text based but there 
will also be numbers and graphs 
used.

We focus on 2 areas to deliver the 
course, practically and theoretical.

This is a part of the compulsory aspect of GCSEs. It is worth 2 GCSEs. In the 2 years of 

this course, students will be studying all 3 sciences.

The GCSE Combined Science qualifications enable students to:

● develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 

disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics

● develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through 

different types of scientific enquiries that will help them to answer scientific 

questions about the world around them

● develop understanding in areas such as the working of enzymes and their 

importance in the body, the physics behind moving objects and their collisions, and 

the reactions that are used in the chemical industry.

The Course

Course Content

This course will giving the basic 
understanding in:
· Cell biology and enzymes
· Genetics, and evolution
· Health and disease
· Control of the body functions
· The environment
· Periodic table, and atomic 
structure
· Reactions – various types
· Environmental chemistry
· Forces and Motion
· Energy
· Waves and Light
· Radioactivity
· Electricity and Magnetism
· Particles and Matter



History
GCSE (9-1)

KS4 Co-ordinator: Ms Gurney

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The course is completed over two 
years and is 100% exam based. The 
students will be tested on five 
separate topics over three papers at 
the end of year 11. 

Will be assessed in the following 
areas:
- Medicine in Britain 
- British Sector of the Western 

Front 
- Superpower relations and the 

cold war 
- Early Elizabethan England 
- The USA 1954-75

Why Study History?

Studying history gives students an 
opportunity to gain a greater 
understanding of the modern world 
that they live in. It is important to 
know what the world looked like in 
the past to truly comprehend how 
our actions will impact the future.

History GCSEs allow students to 
develop skills that can be used in all 
industries, such as literacy, research, 
problem-solving and evaluating. 
History is mainly taught through 
independent research and group 
study which teaches students how to 
work collaboratively and focus by 
themselves.

By taking this course students will 
be preparing themselves for being a 
part of the modern world outside of 
education. 

Exam Board: Edexcel

Course Activities:

Students will learn through a 
variety of activities including 
independent note-taking, group 
work, class discussions and 
debates. There will also be 
opportunities for presentations 
and learning outside of the 
classroom.
Students will also be working 
with primary and secondary 
sources which they will learn to 
interpret and analyse, developing 
their contextual understanding.

The history course is split into different areas which have a specific historical 
focus. This means that the students get a more comprehensive historical 
education, including; international politics, race/cultural relations, 
technological and medical developments and a British depth study.
There is also a focus on historiography (the study of history) which 
encourages the students to question and make judgements about the validity 
of the texts/sources they are learning from.
To fully access this course students will need to have a good understanding 
of writing and literacy as the exams are mostly essay based.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

History lends itself directly to 
further academic education eg: A-
levels, sixth form and university. It 
links to careers in education, 
politics, law, archaeology, research 
and museum studies.
However, the study of history also 
develops personal and transferrable 
skills which are desirable in any job 
such as; leadership, communication 
and making judgements. 



Geography
GCSE (9-1)

Lead Practitioner: Mr Oreaki

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The course is completed over two 
years and is 100% exam based. The 
students will be tested on three 
separate topics over three papers at 
the end of year 11.

Why Study Geography?

The Geography GCSE can develop 
and extend your knowledge of 
locations, places, environments and 
processes, and of different scales 
including global; and of social, 
political and cultural contexts (know 
geographical material). 

You will gain understanding of the 
interactions between people and 
environments, change in places and 
processes over space and time, and 
the inter-relationship between 
geographical phenomena at 
different scales and in different 
contexts (think like a geographer). 

You will also develop and extend 
your competence in a range of skills 
including those used in fieldwork, in 
using maps and GIS and in 
researching secondary evidence, 
including digital sources; and 
develop your competence in 
applying sound enquiry and 
investigative approaches to 
questions and hypotheses (study 
like a geographer). 

You will apply geographical 
knowledge, understanding, skills 
and approaches appropriately and 
creatively to real world contexts, 
including fieldwork, and to 
contemporary situations and issues; 
and develop well-evidenced 
arguments drawing on their 
geographical knowledge and 
understanding (applying 
geography).

Exam Board: AQA 

Course Activities:

Students will learn through a 
variety of activities including 
independent note-taking, group 
work, class discussions and 
debates. There will also be 
opportunities for presentations 
and learning outside of the 
classroom. .

The Geography course is split into three papers; Living in the physical 
environment, Challenges in the human environment and Geographical 
applications.
There is also a focus on a field study which will apply your classroom 
knowledge into a real world situation via a day-trip to a geographically 
significant location.
To fully access this course students will need to have good mathematics 
skills, good literacy skills and ability to work collaboratively and 
independently. 

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Geography can lead to you to a 
variety of professions, most notably;
Meteorologist, architect, disaster 
planning, environmentalist, 
geography teaching, planning 
engineer and geologist.  
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French
GCSE (9-1)

Course Structure and Assessment 

You will be developing your listening, 
speaking, reading and writing abilities in 
French as you study the following themes:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and 
global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and 
employment.

You will be assessed in:
Listening (Foundation or Higher): Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. You will be 
answering questions based on the 
information you listen to from a recording. 
It will be marked and graded externally.
Speaking (Foundation or Higher): Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. This will be 
conducted by your teacher, who will take 
you through the three stages of the exam: A 
role-play, a series of questions about a 
photo and the theme linked to it, and a 
conversation based on two of the 
specification themes. The exam will be 
recorded, and this will be marked and 
graded externally.
Reading (Foundation or Higher). Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. You will be 
answering questions based on the 
information you read in a range of 
exercises, as well as translating a text from 
French into English. It will be marked and 
graded externally.
Writing (Foundation or Higher): Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. You will be 
completing three tasks: A 90 words piece of 
writing based around four bullet points; a 
150 words piece of writing based around 
two bullet points and a translation of a 
passage from English into French.

Why study French?

If you are intending to take 
further studies, this course will 
prepare you for AS French. In 
addition, as detailed below, it 
can facilitate access to a range 
of employment and careers.
Its transferable skills can help 
you succeed in a number of 
areas in education and life. 
Studying a language will help 
you develop your 
communication skills, as well as 
your reasoning.
Studying a language will also 
help you to adapt and cope with 
changes, and to deal with 
unfamiliar and new situations.
Ultimately, language is a vehicle 
for you to benefit from the 
opportunities provided by an 
increasingly globalised world.

Exam Board: AQA

HOF: Mr Rivas

The Course 

This course will develop your 
language skills in a variety of 
contexts. You will be developing 
your listening, speaking, reading 
and writing abilities in French as 
you study the topics detailed in 
the content section below.
There will be enhanced 
opportunities for you to practise 
your language skills when reading 
authentic materials or listening to 
a range of native speakers.
The course builds on the KS3 
study; therefore, you will need to 
have a secure knowledge of the 
vocabulary and grammar covered 
at that stage.  

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

In terms of employment, there 
are many opportunities for 
students of French to find jobs 
in the tourism industry and 
multinational companies, as 
well as in other areas such as 
teaching, translation services 
and interpreting. You may have 
the opportunity to work in a 
French speaking country.
These are some of the examples 
of employment opportunities 
for students of French:

Education, catering, law, 
journalism, fashion, 
management, banking, airlines, 
government, translation 
services, interpreting, design, 
sales, travel advertising, public 
relations, finance, hospitality, 
tourism and international 
trade.

There are many examples of 
career opportunities locally, in 
large companies operating 
internationally in the travel and 
car industries.

Additional Information 

The MFL department aims to 
carry out trips abroad to 
provide further opportunities 
for you to enhance your 
practice of the language and 
knowledge of cultural and 
social elements of the target 
language country. 
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Spanish
GCSE (9-1)

Course Structure and Assessment 

You will be developing your listening, 
speaking, reading and writing abilities in 
Spanish as you study the following themes:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and 
global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and 
employment.

You will be assessed in:
Listening (Foundation or Higher): Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. You will be 
answering questions based on the 
information you listen to from a recording. 
It will be marked and graded externally.
Speaking (Foundation or Higher): Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. This will be 
conducted by your teacher, who will take 
you through the three stages of the exam: A 
role-play, a series of questions about a 
photo and the theme linked to it, and a 
conversation based on two of the 
specification themes. The exam will be 
recorded, and this will be marked and 
graded externally.
Reading (Foundation or Higher). Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. You will be 
answering questions based on the 
information you read in a range of 
exercises, as well as translating a text from 
Spanish into English. It will be marked and 
graded externally.
Writing (Foundation or Higher): Final 
exam – 25% of the total marks. You will be 
completing three tasks: A 90 words piece 
of writing based around four bullet points; 
a 150 words piece of writing based around 
two bullet points and a translation of a 
passage from English into Spanish.

Why study Spanish?

If you are intending to take further 
studies, this course will prepare 
you for AS Spanish. In addition, as 
detailed below, it will facilitate 
access to a range of employment 
and careers.
Its transferable skills will help you 
succeed in a number of areas in 
education and life. Studying a 
language will help you develop 
your communication skills, as well 
as your reasoning.
Studying a language will also help 
you to adapt and cope with 
changes, and to deal with 
unfamiliar and new situations.
Ultimately, language is a vehicle 
for learners to benefit from the 
opportunities provided by an 
increasingly globalised world.

Exam Board: AQA

HOF: Mr Rivas

The Course 

This course will help you develop 
language skills in a variety of contexts. 
You will be developing your listening, 
speaking, reading and writing abilities 
in Spanish as you study the topics 
detailed in the content section below.
There will be enhanced opportunities 
for you to practise your language 
skills when reading authentic 
materials or listening to a range of 
native speakers.
The course builds on the KS3 study; 
therefore, you will need to have a 
secure knowledge of the vocabulary 
and grammar covered at that stage. 

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

In terms of employment, there are 
many opportunities for students of 
Spanish to find jobs in the tourism 
industry and multinational 
companies, as well as in other 
areas such as teaching, translation 
services and interpreting. You may 
have the opportunity to work in a 
Spanish speaking country.
These are some of the examples of 
employment opportunities for 
students of Spanish:

Education, catering, law, 
journalism, fashion, management, 
banking, airlines, government, 
translation services, interpreting, 
design, sales, travel advertising, 
public relations, finance, 
hospitality, tourism and 
international trade.

There are many examples of career 
opportunities locally, in large 
companies operating 
internationally in the travel and 
car industries.

Additional Information 

The MFL department aims to carry 
out trips abroad to provide further 
opportunities for you to enhance 
your practice of the language and 
knowledge of cultural and social 
elements of the target language 
country. 



Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

There are a wide variety of 
careers that are opened up to 
students through the study of 
Computer Science such as 
careers in networking, 
software development 
including gaming and app 
development, cyber security 
including opportunities as a 
GCHQ Operative 
(MI5/MI6). It also links into 
other fields such as media, 
music, science and 
engineering with careers such 
as AV Technician, 
Biomechanical Engineering, 
Biochemical Engineering, 
Aeronautical Engineering, 
Astronautical Engineering and 
Automotive Engineering.

Studying a GCSE in Computer 
Science prepares students for 
study of Computer Science 
and IT related Level 3 
qualifications such as A Level 
Computer Science or BTEC 
Level 3 IT.

It also prepares students for 
apprenticeships in IT.

Course Activities 

Pupils will learn through a variety of 
activities including discussions, 
research, note-taking, reading,

group work and practical 
programming. Most work will be text 
based but the nature of computing 
also means there is a proportion of 
the course which is mathematical 
and logic-based.
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Computer Science 
GCSE (9-1)

Course Structure and 
Assessment 

This is a two-year course split into 
two main components each worth 
50% of the overall grade - Computer 
systems and Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming. Each 
unit is assessed at the end of the 
two-year course. Students will sit 
two 90 minute exam papers.

All students will be given the 
opportunity to undertake a 
programming task(s), either to a 
specification or to solve a problem 
(or problems), during their course of 
study. Students may draw on some 
of the content in both components 
when engaged in Practical 
Programming.

Why study Computer 
Science?

Computers are everywhere and 
affect almost everything we do! 
This course will give you 
valuable thinking and 
programming skills that are 
extremely attractive in the 
modern workplace. Computer 
Science also develops your 
problem-solving skills and your 
ability to write down solutions 
to problems for other people to 
understand. It will equip you 
with the necessary knowledge 
and understanding to work 
within the ever-changing 
technical world. It will prepare 
you for the jobs that haven’t 
even been invented yet!

Exam Board: OCR

HOF: Mrs Trickey

The Course 

In this course, you will learn 
about how processors work, 
computer memory and 
storage. You will investigate 
modern network layouts and 
how they function. You will 
learn about cyber security 
including the latest threats and 
attack prevention 
methods. The course will also 
enable you to understand how 
types of software are used 
within computer systems and 
the ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental issues that 
surround computers. You will 
also study algorithms in 
computer science and 
programming techniques. You 
will develop your 
understanding of 
computational logic including 
Boolean algebra (AND, OR, 
NOT) and how computers use 
Binary Numbers. Through an 
extended programming project, 
you will also learn how 
computers “translate” 
programs & instructions into 
what we see on screen
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Triple Science 
GCSE (9-1)

Course Structure and 
Assessment 

This is assessed with two, one hour and 
45min exams for each discipline of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics at the end 
of Year 11.

Progress will be monitored via SITS and 
miniSITS activities. Students will be 
expected to use GCSEpod and educake to 
access their own progress. 

Why study Triple Science?

If you have a passion for science 
and technology and are thinking of 
taking science further then this is 
the course for you. As well as 
developing a deep understanding 
of the key ideas in each of the three 
disciplines of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics this course looks at 
the very latest real world 
applications and research. At the 
completion of the course students 
gain three GCSEs, one in each of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Exam Board: AQA

HOF: Mr Johnson 

The Course 

The three GCSE Science qualifications 
enable students to:
● develop scientific knowledge and 
conceptual understanding through the 
specific disciplines of biology, 
chemistry and physics
● develop understanding of the 
nature, processes and methods of 
science, through different types of 
scientific enquiries that will help them 
to answer scientific questions about 
the world around them
● develop understanding in areas 
such as the working of enzymes, the 
beginnings of the universe, colliding 
cars, the chemistry behind different 
processes such as making fertilisers 
and pear drops, and genetic 
engineering

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Jobs you can get with triple science 
qualifications:

• Pharmacist
• Quantity 

surveyor
• Researcher
• Chemist 
• Mechanical 

Engineer
• Radiographer
• Physicist 
• Chemical 

Engineer 
• Midwife
• Laboratory technician
• Doctor
• Veterinary
• Scientist
And many more

Course Activities 

Pupils will learn through a variety 
of activities including discussions, 
research, note-taking, reading, 
group work and practical. Most 
work will be text based but there 
will also be numbers and graphs 
used.
We focus on 2 areas to deliver the 
course, practically and theoretical.

Content 

Biology – cells and organs, infection and 
response, bioenergetics, homeostasis, 
inheritance and evolution and ecology.

Chemistry – atomic structure and 
bonding, structure and properties of 
matter, quantitative chemistry, chemical 
changes, energy changes, the rate of 
chemical change, organic chemistry, 
chemical analysis, chemistry of the 
atmosphere and using resources.

Physics – forces, energy, waves, 
electricity, magnetism and 
electromagnetism, particle model of 
matter and atomic structure, static 
electricity, Radiation, nuclear fission and 
nuclear fusion



Business Studies
GCSE (9-1)

HOF: Mrs Trickey

Course Structure and 
Assessment

Students will take two written 

examinations where a variety of tasks 

are undertaken. The final exams are a 

mixture of multiple choice, short 

answer, extended writing and data 

response questions. Students must 

complete all assessments in May/June 

at the end of Year 11.

Theme 1 (Investigating Small 

Business) is examined by written 

examination lasting 1 hour and 30 

minutes. The paper consists of 

questions totalling 90 marks and is 

worth 50% of the qualification. Paper 

code 1BS0/01.

Theme 2 (Building a Business) is 

examined by written examination 

lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. The 

paper consists of questions totalling 90 

marks and is worth 50% of the 

qualification. Paper code 1BS0/02.

Why Study Business 
Studies?

Business studies equips pupils with 

skills and knowledge of key business 

concepts, business strategy and business 

skills involved in starting and running a 

small business. Pupils will have the 

opportunity to explore core concepts 

through the lens of an entrepreneur 

setting up a business. Studying Business 

studies gives pupils the opportunity to 

apply business concepts to real world 

scenarios practically applying their 

understanding to given scenarios. By 

studying business studies, pupils will be 

able to build up their analytical, problem 

solving, planning, and evaluative skills. 

Students are provided with a range of 

case studies where pupils are 

encouraged to work independently and 

as a team, gaining key communication 

and team working skills. Business 

studies will give learners the skills and 

ability to shape the business world of 

tomorrow shaping the future of the 

generations to come.

Exam Board: Edexcel

Course Activities:

Pupils will learn through a variety of 
activities including discussions, 
research, video case studies, note-
taking, reading, and group work. Most 
work will be text based but there will 
a range of mathematical skills 
required such as interpreting graphs, 
ratio, addition and subtraction skills. 
We focus on three areas to deliver the 
course, practical case studies, theory 
and exam preparation.

The course allows pupils to focus on the key business concepts, issues and 
decisions used to grow a business, with emphasis on aspects of marketing, 
operations, finance and human resources. Pupils will be introduced to 
local and national business contexts and will develop an understanding of 
how these contexts impact business behaviour and decisions. Pupils will 
need to have a secure knowledge of Maths and Science, and competent in 
problem solving and analytical skills.

The Course



Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Religious Education lends itself 
directly to A Levels and Btec
qualifications including further 
study of Religious Education, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics, 
Sociology and Psychology.

It also opens avenues for 
apprenticeships and 
employment in the fields to 
follow:

Advice worker, Archivist, 
Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, 
Civil Service administrator, 
Community development 
worker, International 
aid/development worker, 
Mediator, Newspaper 
journalist, Police officer, 
Teacher, Legal Career, Youth 
worker and many more

Course Activities 

Pupils will learn through a variety of 
activities including discussions, 
debates, research, scripture analysis, 
note-taking, reading, group work.
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Religious Education
GCSE (9-1)

Course Structure and 
Assessment 

The course is completed over two 
years and is 100% exam based. The 
course is split into two components-
Component 1: Beliefs, teachings and 
Practices with the study of two 
religions and Component 2: Religion, 
philosophy and ethics in the modern 
world from religious perspective 
with four themes to be study

Why study Religious 
Education?

Religious Education has been 
deep rooted within human 
nature for as long as historical 
accounts tell us and throughout 
history it has expressed the 
deepest questions humans can 
ask. It has had a huge impact on 
all cultures across the globe and 
has taken a central place in the 
lives of all civilizations and 
cultures. The study of Religious 
Education allows us to deepen 
our understanding of society, 
beliefs, practices, tradition, 
language and the influence all of 
these have on individuals, 
communities and society.

In recent times critics have 
suggested religion is on the way 
out however data shows that 
religion persists and is often on 
the rise, even as science and non 
religious perspectives have 
become popular. Religion is still 
everywhere, on television, in 
films, in music, in our towns and 
communities.

Religion is seen in the lives of 
people we know and love, and in 
ourselves as we try to find 
ourselves. It is a pertinent 
subject where the demand for 
individuals who are sufficiently 
educated in this area is still 
prominent. It is a relevant subject 
that fuses together other 
disciplines such as Philosophy, 
Art, Literature, History, Politics 
and Psychology.

Exam Board: AQA

Lead Practitioner: Mr Oreaki

The Course 

Religion is powerful and 
persistent. It provokes 
commitment, expression, 
forthright action, powerful 
questions and intense debate.

This course will enable pupils 
to develop the following skills:
Skills for today's world- in 
depth debate, which leads to 
critical evaluation and analysis
Investigation and 
Interpretation- this includes 
knowing how to use sources in 
order to gather information, 
asking relevant questions and 
the ability to draw meaning 
from symbols, works of art and 
religious text
Reflection and Empathy-this 
includes the ability to reflect on 
feelings, experience, beliefs, 
values, relationships, practices 
and ultimate questions and 
developing the power of 
imagination to identify feelings 
such as love, wonder, 
forgiveness and sorrow; the 
ability to see the world through 
the eyes of others, and to see 
issues from their point of view.



Design and Technology 
Product Design 

GCSE (9-1)

HOF: Mr Campbell

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The qualification is a two-year 
programme and pupils will sit 
their external exam at the end of 
the second year. There will be 
one two-hour exam.

There is also a NEA (Non-exam 
assessment), this will begin at 
the end of year 1 and run until 
Feb of the second year. Pupils 
will have to produce a 25-page 
portfolio, and create a product.

The NEA and final exam are 
both worth 50% of the final 
grade. 

Why Study Design and 
Technology?

Design and technology prepares 
pupils to participate confidently 
and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. 
Pupils will get the opportunity to 
work creatively when designing, 
making and applying technical 
and practical expertise.

By studying design and 
technology, pupils will be able to 
build up their creativity, problem 
solving, planning, and evaluating 
skills. Since many projects are 
taught via group work, learners 
will also gain communication and 
teamwork skills.

Product design will give learners 
the skills and ability to engage 
positively with the designed and 
made world and to harness the 
benefits of technology. 

Exam Board: AQA 

Course Activities:

Pupils will learn through a 
variety of activities including 
discussions, research, note-
taking, reading, group work 
and practical. Most work will 
be text based but there will 
also be numbers and graphs 
used.

We focus on three areas to 
deliver the course, practical, 

theory and drawing activities.

The course allows learners to study core technical, designing, and making 

principles, including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques 

and equipment. Pupils will also have the opportunity to study specialist 

technical principles in greater depth.

Pupils will need to have a secure knowledge of maths, science and competent 

practical skills.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

There are plenty of opportunities 
by studying design and 
technology. It can set pupils up 
for a career in a wide variety of 
industries such as engineering, 
architecture, information 
technology, careers in hospitality 
and education.

Popular careers for people with 
design and technology 
qualifications include product 
designer, architect, software 
engineer, civil engineer, 
carpenter and tradesmen.

This GCSE can lead learners to 
complete A-Level DT and be 
useful for a range of 
apprenticeships. 



Food Preparation and 
Nutrition 

GCSE (9-1)

Teacher: Ms Scales

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The qualification is a two-year 
course. Students will complete two 
assessment, one of which is a 
practical exam and a written exam.

The non-examination assessment is 
composed of two assessments that 
are set by WJEC. Both assessments 
are to be completed in the second 
year. Students will be able to select 
from a choice of two tasks for each 
assessment. Students will have 
allocated assessment hours to 
complete all research and 
investigations and will need to 
produce a folio of evidence, 
including photos, charts and 
graphs.

Written examination: 1 hour 45 
minutes 50% of the qualification
Assessment 1: The Food 
Investigation Assessment 15% of 
the qualification
Assessment 2: The Food 
Preparation Assessment 35% of the 
qualification

Why Study Food Prep and 
Nutrition?

• Be able to demonstrate effective and 
safe cooking skills by planning, 
preparing and cooking a variety of 
food commodities whilst using 
different cooking techniques and 
equipment.

• Develop knowledge and 
understanding of the functional 
properties and chemical 
characteristics of food as well as a 
sound knowledge of the nutritional 
content of food and drink.

• Understand the relationship between 
diet, nutrition and health, including 
the physiological and psychological 
effects of poor diet and health.

• Understand the economic, 
environment, ethical and socio-
cultural influence on the food 
availability, processes, diet and 
health choices

• Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of functional and 
nutritional properties, sensory 
qualities and microbiological food 
safety considerations when 
preparing, processing, storing, 
cooking and serving food.

• Understand and explore a range of 
ingredients and processes from 
different culinary traditions to 
inspire new ideas or modify existing 
recipes. 

Exam Board: WJEC 

The course equips students with the knowledge, understanding and 
skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, 
nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages students to cook, enables 
them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition and allows 
them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and 
others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

The Course

Career and Progression
Opportunities

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
provides a suitable foundation for 
the study of WJEC Level 3 Food, 
Science and Nutrition, and other 
food-related courses at either AS or 
A level.
Popular careers for people with 
GCSE Food Preparation and 
Nutrition qualifications are linked 
to Food Scientist, Food 
Microbiologist, Food developer, 
Chefs, Baker and Food technologist.



Art and Design
GCSE (9-1)

Teacher: Mr Rivas

Course Structure and 
Assessment

Student must complete both 
components.

Component 1: Portfolio. A 
portfolio that in total shows explicit 
coverage of the four assessment 
objectives. It must include a 
sustained project evidencing the 
journey from initial engagement to 
the realisation of intentions and a 
selection of further work 
undertaken during the student’s 
course of study.
How it's assessed • No time limit as 
you will be constantly assessed 
during the coursework units  • 96 
marks • 60% of GCSE. Non-exam 
assessment (NEA) set and marked 
by the school/college and 
moderated by AQA during a visit.

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment. Students respond to 
their chosen starting point from an 
externally set assignment paper 
relating to their subject title, 
evidencing coverage of all four 
assessment objectives.
How it's assessed • Preparatory 
period followed by 10 hours of 
supervised time • 96 marks • 40% 
of GCSE Non-exam assessment 
(NEA) set by AQA; marked by the 
school/college and moderated by 
AQA during a visit.

Why Study Art and Design?

GCSE Art, craft and design teaches 
you life skills - undertake research 
and investigation, problem solving, 
confidence building, visual 
awareness, ability to develop ideas, 
initiative and cultural 
understanding.

Exam Board: AQA 

Course Activities:

Throughout the 2 year course you 
will cover a number of areas of 
study:
• drawing
• painting
• sculpture
• printmaking
• mixed media

You will also build on your skills to 
analyse and evaluate your own 
work and the work of others using 
Art specific language, keywords 
and terminology.

During the Art, craft and design course, you will focus on strengthening your knowledge, 

understanding and skills while applying the 4 Assessment Objectives.

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of 

sources.

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate 

media, materials, techniques and processes.

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.

• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of visual language.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Popular careers for people with Art, 

craft and design qualifications include:

Art Directors, Craft and Fine Artists, 

Fashion Designers, Floral Designers, 

Graphic Designers, Industrial Designers, 

Interior Designers  

GCSE Art Craft and Design will give you 

the opportunity to do A level Art and 

Design or a BTEC First Diploma. You can 

choose from a variety of courses 

depending on what you want to 

specialise in.



Music
GCSE (9-1)

Lead Practitioner : Ms Rampello

Course Structure and 
Assessment

• 30% Performance
• 30% Composition
• 40% Listening and appraising 

Exam

Why Study Music?

Music is one of the best transferable 
GCSE subjects recognised by the 
Russell Group Universities and it is 
both enjoyable, creative and really 
useful. It can be a great stepping 
stone to lead you down many 
different job opportunities within 
the industry as well as further afield, 
and it helps you develop an array of 
transferable skills and important life 
skills along the way. In Music you 
will work collaboratively; be 
creative and spontaneous; develop 
as an imaginative thinker; be a 
reflective and thoughtful worker; be 
confident and positive in your 
outlook; be independent and self-
aware with the ability to self-assess; 
be a good self-manager; work to 
goals and develop an appreciation 
and openness to new experiences 
and ideas.

Exam Board: WJEC 

Course Activities:

• Composition

• Solo Performance

• Ensemble (group) 
Performance

• Performance Nights 

Similar to KS3, you will continue to develop your skills in 
performance, composition, and listening and appraising music. You 
will study a range of topics including Musical Forms and Devices from 
the classical music genre, Music for Ensembles, Film Music and 
Popular Music.
You will continue to develop knowledge of music theory, use of 
notation and general musicianship skills.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

The following jobs are just some that 
a GCSE in Music could offer:

• Performer
• Composer
• Music Techer
• Music Therapist 
• Music technician/engineer 
• Jobs within the music industry 

Additional Information 

It is advisable for students to get 
instrumental/vocal lessons to 
support them with this course, but 
it is not a requirement.

Any students interested in Music 
technology can still access this 
course and are able to take the 
technological route for the practical 
parts of the course (composition 
and performance)



Important Information 

Throughout the duration of 
this course, students will have 
opportunities to see live 
theatre. This will require them 
to pay a ticket fee along with a 
fee for travel. Pupil Premium 
students will not have to pay 
this.

Another component of this 
course will require students 
to spend extra time after 
school completing rehearsals 
for their group and scripted 
performances/ designs. Along 
with this, they will also need 
to attend, workshops 
delivered by outside directors 
and actors.
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Drama
GCSE (9-1)

Course Structure and 
Assessment 

The qualification is a two-year 
programme and pupils will sit their 
external exam at the end of the second 
year. There will be one, one and a half-
hour exam. There are also two NEA’s 
(Non-exam assessments), these will 
begin at the start of year one and run 
until March of the second year. For 
these NEA’s pupils will have to 
produce a devised group performance 
or design, portfolio and evaluation and 
a scripted group performance or 
design.
Below are the weightings for each of 
these tasks:
• 40% Devising Theatre – Devised 

Group 
Performance/Portfolio/Evaluation

• 20% Performing Theatre – Scripted 
Performance

• 40% Interpreting Theatre – Written 
Exam

Why study Drama?

The creative industries are the 
UK's fastest-growing sector, 
and within it, career 
opportunities are vast! Last 
year alone it single handily 
brought in 10.8 billion pounds 
into the UK economy. Drama is 
a large proponent of this and 
therefore is a phenomenal 
course to undertake to ensure 
that you have the necessary 
skills for a range of future jobs 
that will be the corner stone of 
your modern society. Drama 
GCSE specifically provides 
students with a solid 
foundation in creative, practical 
and performance skills. It 
encourages students to develop 
critical thinking skills and 
become effective and 
independent learners. With the 
focus on working imaginatively, 
collaborating creatively and 
communicating effectively, 
GCSE Drama provides a solid 
foundation for further studies 
at A level and vocational 
opportunities.

Exam Board: WJEC

Lead Practitioner: Ms Rampello

The Course 

Within this course, you will 
engage both practically and 
theoretically with a range of 
theatrical styles, practitioners 
and techniques, which will be 
tailored to suit the strengths of 
your class. The culmination of 
this study will be a range of 
projects such as live theatre 
analysis, devised group project 
and a group scripted project. If 
you are not interested in being 
in front of the audience, this 
course offers you the 
alternative to work solely in 
theatrical design. Your course 
work could focus on either 
costume design, set design, 
sound design or lighting design. 

Course Activities

• Devising your own group 
performance (Acting or 
designing)

• Performing a scripted piece 
(Acting or designing)

• Viewing and analysing live 
theatre

• Performance Nights and 
Workshops

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Possible future jobs with a 
Drama GCSE:
- Actor
- Director
- Costume designer
- Stage/theatre manager
- Drama therapist 
- Drama teacher 
- Politician/Advocate 
- Make up artist 
- Set designer 
- Front of house 
- Script writer 
- Theatre engineer
- Sound engineer 
- TV Presenter 
- Promotions/Agent 
- Marketing 
-



Sports Studies 
Cambridge Nationals Level 2

HOF: Mrs Cox-Fuggles

Course Structure and 
Assessment

This is a two year course and 
pupils will complete three NEA 
coursework units and one exam 
unit. Each unit weights at 25% 
of the final grade. Recognised 
grades range from a level 1 pass 
to a level 2 distinction*. 

Why Sports Studies?

Sports Studies allows pupils to 
develop their skills and 
knowledge in preparation for 
entering the huge sector of the 
sporting world. Pupils will be 
able to demonstrate their 
understanding of a range of 
different sporting topics through 
coursework and exam 
assessment.
The course requires a range of 
skills, including critical thinking, 
problem solving, and analysis. 
There are elements of practical 
learning, where pupils can apply 
their theoretical knowledge to 
physical activity.

Exam Board: OCR 

Content

Exam knowledge:
Issues that affect participation
Sporting values
Hosting major sporting events
National governing bodies

Non Exam Assessment:
Developing sports skills
Sports leadership
Sport and the media
Working in the sports industry

Pupils will study two mandatory units: the first being contemporary issues in 

sport, which allows pupils to build an understanding on the different 

problems that the sports society faces. The second is an opportunity to show 

how practical ability can be improved, through the ‘developing sports skills’ 

unit. The course then features two of the three following units: ‘sports 

leadership’, ‘sport and the media’, or ‘working in the sports industry’. 

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Sport is a large sector in UK 
society, and therefore offers a 
range of career opportunities. 
The course mainly provides 
fundamental knowledge for 
sports jobs in the media, within 
national governing bodies and 
sports coaching.
This course continues at level 3, 
but can also provide 
opportunities to continue 
studying sport on different 
courses such as A-Level PE or 
BTEC PE level 3.

Course Activities 

Pupils will show their 
understanding through a range 
of activities, including written 
coursework, individual tasks, 
group work, practical learning 
and career-related information. 



Creative iMedia
Cambridge Nationals Level 2

HOF: Mrs Trickey

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The course is made up of four units, 
one of which is externally examined, 
the rest are coursework based. 

R081: Pre-production skills - written 
examination, externally assessed, 1 
hour and 15 minutes long, worth 25% 
of overall grade

R082: Creating digital graphics -
Centre-assessed tasks, OCR moderated

R085: Creating a multipage website -
Centre-assessed tasks, OCR moderated

R092: Developing digital games -
Centre-assessed tasks, OCR moderated

Why study Creative iMedia?

The Cambridge National in Creative 
iMedia will also provide 
opportunities to develop useful 
transferable skills such as research, 
planning, and review, working with 
others and communicating creative 
concepts effectively.

Exam Board: OCR 

Course Activities 

Pupils will show their 
understanding through a range of 
activities, including written 
coursework, individual tasks, 
group work, practical learning 
and career-related information.

Creative iMedia will enable you to gain knowledge in a number of key areas in 

the media field, from pre-production skills to web design, graphic design and 

game development, and offers a hands-on approach to learning.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Creative iMedia prepares students for 
a range of qualifications including 
Cambridge Technicals – IT Level 3 or 
Digital Media Level 3 (these are OCR 
vocational qualifications that offer an 
alternative to A levels for students 
aged 16+). You could also consider 
moving into AS or A Level Computer 
Science. There are many different 
careers that this qualification could 
help you move towards such as data 
analysts, games designers, network 
managers, software architects and 
many more such as data analysts, 
games designers, network managers, 
software architects, social media 
management and many more. 

Additional Information 

75% of this course is practical and 
creative ICT so a keen interest in using 
computers is required. 



Engineering
Cambridge Nationals Level 2

HOF: Mr Campbell

Course Structure and 
Assessment

25% Research Task: A 
product/System, in-depth 15-page 
report reflecting key principles of 
engineering; design disassembly 
and product analysis.
50% 20-page design portfolio 
reflecting design development and 
the manufacture of prototypes/ 
final product.
25% Final examination testing 
the core content, students sit their 
external exam in the 2nd year at the 
end of the winter & summer term 
and have the flexibility to select 
their most successful result. 

Why Study Engineering?

Engineering is at the forefront of 
STEM; applying design innovation to 
critically solve the needs of a target 
market within real life design contexts.
Students explore in-depth research 
examining a range of specifications in 
design engineering. Pupils develop a 
wide range of generic & specific skills 
including analytical, communication, 
creativity, practical and evaluative 
skills applied within focused practical 
tasks. Students will have the 
opportunity to utilise Cad-Cam and 
Craft/Mechanisation methods to fully 
realise design solutions whilst testing 
prototypes through an iterative 
process embedding the theoretical 
component within practical tasks.
Engineering will facilitate the learner 
to study a broad curriculum content 
whilst developing a project reflecting 
graphic, industrial, electronic and 
product design.

Exam Board: OCR 

Course Activities 

Students will use the computer 
suite to carry out 
primary/secondary research, 
communicate ideas utilising 
freehand/technical drawing and 
CAD, manufacture prototypes and 
final design solutions utilising 
modelling and resistant materials, 
hand tools, workshop machinery 
and CAM.
Case studies will be evaluated in 
order to develop understanding of 
core terminology and design 
principles to prepare for final 
examinations/support the design 
project.

Students study a designated product/system analysing properties of 
materials and manufacturing methods, the user needs and product 
requirements.
The engineering project gauges the learner’s ability to create a feasible 
design solution through exploring sustainable design, ergonomics and 
product evolution through the stages of the design process.
Pupils will need to have a secure knowledge of Maths and Science, and 
competent practical skills.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

There is a wide host of opportunities 
awaiting students who study 
engineering, careers in design 
disciplines including architecture, 
industrial & product design, 
engineering disciplines including 
civil, mechanical & software.
An ever-Increasing demand for Stem 
based careers in the future - “Over 
half a million job openings in 
science, research, engineering and 
technology over the next six years 
will need to be filled to replace 
growing number of retiring 
workers,” according to research 
commissioned by EDF Energy.
The course leads to A-Level 
Engineering/Design related 
qualifications and vocational courses 
including a range of apprentices. 



Health and Social Care
Cambridge Nationals Level 2

Teacher: Ms Pitcher

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The qualification is a two year 
programme consisting of one, one hour 
exam, based unit to be taken in 
January of the second year. One OCR 
assessed mandatory unit and two 
centre assessed units.

Why Study Health and Social 
Care?

This qualification will assess the 
application of Health and Social Care 
through their practical use. It will 
provide learners with essential 
knowledge, transferable skills and tools 
to improve their learning in other 
subjects. It will equip learners with 
sound specialist knowledge and skills for 
everyday use. It will also challenge all 
learners, including high attaining 
learners, by introducing them to 
demanding material and skills, 
encourage independence and creativity 
providing tasks that engage with the 
most taxing aspects of the National 
Curriculum. 

Exam Board: OCR 

Course Activities 

Pupils will learn through a range of 
activities including practical, 
discussion, research and group 
work. The course work is 
completed using technology and 
assessments are recorded or 
observed by an assessor. There are 
opportunities for peer assessment 
throughout the course. There will 
be opportunities to visit Health, 
Social Care and Early years settings 
and carry out activities with the 
clients in these settings. 

The course consists of two mandatory units, R021 and R022, and two 
optional units, requiring a hands on approach. The qualification design 
will allow learners to explore more deeply the things that interest them 
as well as providing good opportunity to enhance their learning in a 
range of curriculum areas.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Learners can progress onto Level 3 
Health and Social Care courses at 
Further Education establishments, 
there are apprenticeship opportunities 
in this sector or progression onto 
Psychology and Sociology 
courses. Career opportunities include 
nursing, social work, teaching, health 
care assistants, midwifery, 
psychologist and many other jobs in 
health and social care settings.

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

Unit R021 Essential Values of Care for 
use with individuals in care settings 
(Exam based unit)
• Understand how to support 

individuals to maintain their rights
• Understand the importance of the 

values of care and how they are 
applied

• Understand how legislation impacts 
on care settings

• Understand how personal hygiene, 
safety and security measures 
protect individuals

Unit R022 Communicating and 
working with individuals in health, 
social care and early years settings 
(Assessment based unit including 
practical assessment)
• Understand how to communicate 

effectively
• Understand the personal qualities 

that contribute to effective care
• Be able to communicate effectively 

within a health, social care and 
early years setting

Two optional units to be agreed 
following consultation with learner.



Working Skills and 
Customer Service 

Entry Level 3 and Level 1

Teacher: Ms Pitcher

Course Structure and 
Assessment

The courses are assessed by a 
qualified assessor, is subject to 
regular internal quality monitoring 
and is externally moderated 
through regular visits by the 
awarding body – City and Guilds

Why Study Working Skills and 
Customer Service?

These nationally recognised 
qualifications will help learners to 
develop the personal and work related 
skills that could help them progress to 
further learning or supported 
employment or enhance their 
independent living skills. They can 
also choose specialist units and 
develop existing skills. The skills 
gained from studying these courses 
include transferable skills, 
presentation, resilience, 
resourcefulness and confidence. These 
skills are embedded into the course 
through the practical elements and 
small group work.

Exam Board: City and Guilds  

Course Activities 

Pupils will learn through a range 
of activities including, research, 
discussion, use of IT, group work, 
projects and practical 
elements. During work 
experience in year 10 learners will 
be assessed by a qualified assessor 
for the customer service course.

The course is made up of a variety of units depending on the individual’s 
preferred learning style, need and ability. All learners will complete 5 
units leading to an award, they can then progress onto practical skills 
including cookery, gardening and IT. This will give them a certificate. 
There is then the opportunity to progress onto a customer service course 
at entry 3 or level 1 giving learners the basic customer service skills 
required for employment.

The Course

Career and Progression 
Opportunities 

These courses provide a clear route 
onto level 1 and 2 vocational courses 
at college. City and Guilds is an 
awarding body that is nationally 
recognised with both colleges, training 
and apprenticeship providers and 
employers. In year 11 students on 
these courses will be supported with 
college/apprenticeship applications, 
interviews and revision sessions to 
improve GCSE grades. 

Content

Skills for Working Life
Core Units
• Healthy Living
• Personal Finance
• Personal Presentation and Hygiene
• Leisure Time
• Rights, Responsibilities and 

Citizenship
Additional Units
• Recognise parts of plants
• Insert plant material
• Control weeds in a planted area
• Water plant material by hand
• Maintain an area of habitat
• Introduction to the hospitality 

industry
• Basic Cooking
• Basic Food Preparation
Customer Service Units
• The importance of appearance and 

behaviour in customer service
• Legislation, regulation and 

procedures to follow in customer 
service

• Introduction to customer service
• Effective relationships with 

customers and colleagues



Careers Advice 
Careers Education Information 
and Guidance

Our CEIAG programme is planned 
and delivered taking into account the 
need and opportunity of all of our 
students. The programme is 
delivered in a variety of ways, across 
the curriculum in subject areas, 
through PSHCE,  Critical thinking, 
16x16 project, extra-curricular 
activities, voluntary work, speakers 
from industry, work experience and 
our BESP Events. 

Careers Education: Programmes of 
learning, whole class and small group 
teaching, targeted lessons on 
progression pathways and choices 
Information: Online, paper-based 
and lesson taught to support people’s 
choices. Information is impartial and 
provided to suite the individual 
needs.  Advice and Guidance  The 
personalised interview  learners can 
receive to help them make decisions 
having had careers education and 
information 

Useful Careers Websites

https://successatschool.org/a
dvicedetails/508/What-are-
my-GCSE-Options%3F 

www.luton.gov.uk/Jobs_and_c
areers/careers-explore

Nationalcareers.service.gov.uk

Careersonestopshop.org

Live career.co.uk CV Builder

careerpilot.org.uk/information
/your-choices-at-16

www.ucas.com

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

Making the right choices

For us to Know which GCSE 
subjects to take in Year 9 is 
tough. There are many 
subjects to choose from, so 
what exactly are your options? 
How should you decide which 
GCSE subjects are the best 
ones to take? 

There is no "right" way to 
choose your GCSE options, but 
it does help if you think about 
your future when making your 
decisions. For example if you 
want to be a PE teacher then 
ensure you take sport or if you 
want to work in IT its 
important to take Computer 
Science or Creative imedia.

Assistant Headteacher:

Mrs Moore 



Contact List

If you would like to find out further information please email the 
subject lead below:

- Mr Campbell (KS4 Dean) – campbellj@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Maths – mathsfaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- English – englishfaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Science – sciencefaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Humanities – humanitiesfaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Computing & Business – trickeys@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Creative – creativefaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Languages – mflfaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- Performance – performancefaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

- PE – pefaculty@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

Careers Advice – pathways@leamanor.luton.sch.uk

“Education is the passport to the future, 
for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today.”

- Malcolm X
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