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Curriculum overview 

The aims of our curriculum 

 

The curriculum at Lea Manor aims to create ‘Super Learners’ equipped with the qualifications, 
knowledge and skills to flourish in the modern world and make positive contributions throughout 
their lives and in their communities.  The curriculum aims to develop the attributes of Resilience, 
Responsibility, Rationality, Reflection and Resourcefulness (5Rs) ensuring the academic, social 
and emotional progress of all our pupils.  The curriculum encourages high expectations and a 
belief that Lea Manor pupils can achieve in any field they choose but this requires hard work – 
there are no shortcuts to success. 
At Lea Manor we believe in a clear, sequenced curriculum allowing pupils the opportunity to use 
and commit to long term memory their prior learning, knowledge and skills; this will enable them 
to access further concepts in both the same academic year, across key stages, and ultimately at 
GCSE.   
There is, in all subjects, a strong emphasis on reading and communication. One of our aims is to 
ensure that every pupils leaves Lea Manor High School with a reading age that is at least equal to 
their chronological age. 
Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) focusses on the learning of key knowledge and skills through high quality 
engaging teaching. We focus on learning and enthusing our students with the joy of our subjects 
so they are inquisitive about learning and enthusiastic to learn more. These three years of school 
allow pupils to acquire a broad and balanced education, introducing them to the widest variety of 
subjects and engaging them with learning. Specialist teachers who put the passion into their 
subjects lead our pupils and ensure they become independent, creative learners who are solution 
focused and can communicate eloquently and effectively.  We believe this knowledge and an 
explicit focus on the 5Rs will give our students both the cultural capital and the academic 
underpinning they require to make them ‘Super Learners’ in their lives, at GCSE,  and beyond. 
At Key Stage 4 the curriculum is designed to meet the needs and future needs of our pupils; their 
talents and interests.  It builds on the breadth of knowledge and skills our students have acquired 
at Key Stage 3.  We are rightly proud of the breadth that we retain at Key Stage 4 with excellent 
representation from academic, linguistic, vocational, artistic, physical and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) disciplines.   
Throughout all years our pupils’ holistic development is promoted through PSHCE (Personal, 
Social, Health and Citizenship Education).  This is supplemented and built on through our 
learning family time and assemblies as well as the SMSC education (Social, Moral, Spiritual and 
Cultural) that permeates every subject area.  The curriculum promotes British Values equipping 
our pupils with the knowledge and skills to become global citizens who are able to make positive 
contributions to their communities. 
Our innovative Co-Curricular activities (Super Learner Clubs) provide pupils with innovative 
intervention programmes that enrich their knowledge, fire their passions and serve to broaden 
horizons.  They form an important part of our curriculum adding to academic success as well as 
developing the whole child. 
The curriculum is our most important vehicle to deliver the aim that all pupils from Lea Manor 
High School make exceptional progress and are successful in a future destination that is 
aspirational and in line with their abilities and interests. 

 

 
 



The curriculum at key stage 3 
 
Our curriculum in Year 7 to Year 9 is designed to provide pupils with the skills and knowledge needed to 
prepare them for progression to Year 10 and Year 11 and their future.  
 
The timetable is based on a 2 week cycle of 50 one hour periods, plus 20 minutes of tutor time each day.  
The table below is based on the 2 week cycle: 

 

SUBJECTS Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

English 8 hours 7 hours 8 hours 

Mathematics 8 hours 7 hours 8 hours 

Science 7 hours 7 hours 8 hours 

Physical Education (PE) 4 hours 4 hours 4 hours 

Computing 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 

History 2 hours 3 hours 3 hours 

Geography 2 hours 3 hours 3 hours 

PSHE and Citizenship 2 hours 2 hours 1 hour 

Modern Foreign Language 3 hours 3 hours 3 hours 

Design Technology 4 hours 4 hours 2 hours 

Art 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 

Drama 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 

Music 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 

Religious Education 2 hours 2 hours 2 hours 

 
At Key Stage 3, there is a strong emphasis on the teaching of reading, writing communicating and 
mathematics (RWCM).  Pupils are given well targeted intervention to give them the best possible chance of 
accessing the curriculum in its entirety as they progress through school.  This support can take place in the 
classroom, 1-1, small group work and after school. 
 
 In Year 9, pupils are introduced to the Pathways process with their parents / carers, which informs and 
guides them on the choices they can make in Y10 and Y11. This includes a Careers Convention held at the 
school, a detailed interview with every pupil and their parent / carer, a comprehensive information 



booklet outlining the different pathways and subject choices and a Pathways evening where pupils can 
explore the choices available to them.  
 
The curriculum at key stage 4 

When pupils move into Year 10, they follow a core curriculum for 64% of their timetable and choose three 
personalised choices based on their interests, abilities and career aspirations. 
 
The core curriculum at Year 11 is made up of 5 GCSEs: English Language, English Literature, Maths and 
Combined Science (2 GCSEs).  Physical Education is also part of the core curriculum, although there is no 
qualification associated with this entitlement.  Religious Education is offered as an option and not 
delivered in the core with the current Year 11.  
 
The core curriculum at Year 10 is made up of 6 GCSEs: English Language, English Literature, Maths, 
Combined Science (2 GCSEs) and Religious Education.  Physical Education and PSHCE is also part of the 
core curriculum, although there is no qualification associated with this entitlement.   
 
 

SUBJECTS Year 10 Year 11 

English 8 hours 8 hours 

Mathematics 8 hours 8 hours 

Science (Core and Additional) 8 hours 9 hours 

Physical Education (PE) 3 hours 4 hours 

Religious Education 4 Hours  

PSHCE  1 hour  

Critical Thinking  3 hours 

Option 1 6 hours 6 hours 

Option 2 6 hours 6 hours 

Option 3 6 hours 6 hours 

 
 
 
Additionally to the core curriculum pupils choose subjects from a range of GCSEs, BTECs and NCFEs. 
These are currently Triple Science GCSE, Art GCSE, Business Studies GCSE, Catering GCSE, Childcare 
BTEC, Computing GCSE, Drama GCSE, Product Design GCSE, Engineering GCSE, French GCSE, 
Geography GCSE, History GCSE, Media Studies GCSE, Music GCSE, Music Technology BTEC, PE GCSE, 
Photography GCSE and Spanish GCSE. 
 



The KS4 curriculum has been carefully designed to ensure that all pupils leave Lea Manor with numerous 
choices available to them.  The majority of pupils will successfully complete 8 GCSEs, this places them in a 
position of strength when choosing and applying for courses to study during the next stage of their 
learning.  For those pupils that a curriculum offer of 8 GCSEs is inappropriate they will be offered a 
supported curriculum that suits their needs.  These pupils will study a range of GCSEs that are appropriate 
for their ability and will receive extra support and guidance.  If appropriate they will also study a City and 
Guilds course that appropriately prepares them for future study and the world of work.  
 
The curriculum is constantly under review to ensure it meets national guidance and the needs and 
aspirations of all pupils. 
 
In the remainder of this booklet you will find useful information on the curriculum of all subjects offered at 
Lea Manor.  We hope you find this information helpful in supporting your child to achieve their very best 
in every area of the curriculum. 
 

 

 



 

Art 

Aim The Art and Design Department at Lea Manor High School aims to engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. 
The subject enables students to think critically and develop a broader understanding of art and design.  
Within the course they will:  
Learners will embrace the Lea Manor 5R’s especially to be Resourceful through the understanding of materials and 
equipment but also Reflective through critiquing, evaluating and recording their experiences. 
 

Course 
Content 

  
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 
7 

Formal Art 
Elements: Basic 
observational 
drawing skills 

 

Formal Art 
Elements: Basic 
observational 
drawing skills 

 

Colour Theory 

and 

Artist research skills: 
Hundertwasser 

 

Artist research 
skills: 

Hundertwasser 

 

Artists 
Research 

skills: 
Picasso 

 

Portraiture: basic 
skills 

observational 
drawing skills 

 

Year 
8 

Defining natural 
forms using circle 
maps and visual 

mind maps 

 

Observational 
drawing of natural 

forms 

 

Artist research skills: 
Blossfeldt & 

Feininger 

 

Artist research: 
Blossfeldt & 

Feininger 

 

Artist 
research 

Pop Art 
 

Artist research 

Pop Art 
 

Year 
9 

Defining 
Landscapes using 
circle maps and 
recording ideas 

 

Observational 
drawing of 
landscapes 

 

Colour Theory : 
Using Advanced 

Media such as 
Acrylic  paints 

 

Observational 
drawing 

 

Artist 
research 

Mexican 
Day of the 

Dead 

 

Artist research 

Mexican Day of 
the Dead 

 

 

Skills Within the course pupils will:  
• Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

• Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• Learn about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their 
art forms 



Feedback 

 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity once every half- term 
where the teacher gives feedback regarding strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make 
improvements to their work based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 
 

How to help 
your child 

Encourage your child to attend one of the Super Learner Clubs shown below 

Help your child to research artists and styles  including Pop Art, Hundertwasser, Blossfeldt, Picasso and Feining 

Practise drawing features of the face using pencil, pen and other materials 

Visit the National portrait gallery or their website – www.npg.org.uk 

Visit galleries 

Super Learner 
Clubs 

Freedom Art Bay Tuesday in A2 with Ms Njenga 

Art of Photoshop Wednesday in Y75 with Ms Patching  
Sewing Spectacular Wednesday in E1 with Mrs Vitty 

 

Further 
Reading and 

useful 
websites 

www.npg.org.uk 

 

 

 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

Art Directors, Craft and Fine Artists, Fashion Designers, Floral Designers, Graphic Designers, Industrial Designers , Interior 
Designers, Jewellers and Precious Stone Workers, Multimedia Artists and Animators, Set and Exhibit Designers and many 
more…   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.npg.org.uk/


 

Computing 

Aim The Computing team at Lea Manor High School believe that this subject ensures that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, 
and express themselves and develop their ideas through information, communication and technology – at a level suitable for the 
future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.  

 
The curriculum coverage also ensures that all students can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of 
computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. In addition to this, the students studying 
computing and IT also learn transferrable skills including how to apply new or unfamiliar technologies, analysing information to 
solve problems.   

 

Course Content  

7 Using Computers 
safely, effectively & 

responsibly 

 

Photoshop 
“Faking It” 

 

Mythbusters 

Research Project 
Computers, the 

basics 

 

Scratch 
Programming 

 

Understanding 
HTML  

 

8 Technology 

 

Understanding 
Computers  

 

Introduction to 
Python  

 

Do aliens exist? 
Research Project 

 

Flash 
Animation  

 

Creating a Digital 
Portfolio in 

Dreamweaver  

 

9 Cyber Crime & 
Computer Security 

 

Networking 

 

Ubiquitous 
Computing – 

documentary making 

 

E-Commerce 

 

Python next 
steps 

 

Lake Garda Project 
Fake News Research 

Project 

 

Skills Students learn vital skills in: 
 E-Safety & Digital Citizenship gaining an understanding of how to use computers safely, effectively and responsibly 
 Digital Creativity gaining skills in digital design  
 Digital Literacy gaining vital ICT skills which will equip them for further study and the world of work 
 Programming through the development of skills in both block-based and text-based programming 

 

Feedback 

 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity once every half- term where the 
teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their work 
based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 

 



How to help 
your child 

Encourage your child to attend one of the Super Learner Clubs shown below 

Discuss current issues related to e-safety and cyber-crime that are broadcast in the national media 

Encourage students to practice their skills at home or during our “Study Space” times (lunch 2 Monday-Thursday) 
Encourage students to show you what they have learned and teach you their new found skills 

 

Super Learner 
Clubs 

Games Programming Club on Wednesdays with Mr Sayeed 

Further 
Reading and 

useful websites 

https://www.changeexpectations.org/cs-tools-for-parents 

https://www.dk.com/uk/book/9780241302293-help-your-kids-with-computer-science/  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0HzEBLlJxlrwBAHJ5S9JQg 

 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

Our KS3 Schemes of Learning provide students with a strong foundation in Computer Science which enables them to go on to study 
GCSE Computer Science 

 
Careers: 
Network engineer, Network manager, Network administrator, Software developer, Software engineer, Game developer, Cyber 
security operative, Cyber security technician, Network forensics operative, IT Audit, Database administrator, Database developer, 
App developer, Systems developer, GCHQ Operative (MI5/MI6), Computer science teacher, Social Media Marketing, Social Media 
Management, Search Engine Optimiser, Military Intelligence Operative, Network Infrastructure Engineer, Web Analyst, Computer 
Hardware Engineer, Information Security Analyst, Information Security Operative, Network Architect, Cloud Architect, Cloud 
Consultant, Cloud Product and Project Manager, Cloud Services Developer, Cloud Software and Network Engineer, Cloud System 
Administrator, Cloud System Engineer, Computer and Information Research Scientist, Telecommunications Specialist, Customer 
Support Administrator, Desktop Support Manager, Help Desk Technician, IT Support Manager, IT Systems Administrator 

 
In addition, Computer Science can be combined with other subjects for more unusual career paths 

Computer Science & Performing Arts: Audio/Visual Technician for concerts & stage shows, Pyrotechnic display programmer 

Computer Science & Medicine: Biomechanical Engineering (think making robotic limbs for amputees!), Biochemical Engineering 
(designing programs to test medicines & chemicals) 
Computer Science & Maths/Physics: Aeronautical Engineering (planes, helicopters, military), Astronautical Engineering (rockets, 
satellites, space stations), Automotive Engineering (Formula 1, Tesla, car designers) 

 

 

 

https://www.changeexpectations.org/cs-tools-for-parents
https://www.dk.com/uk/book/9780241302293-help-your-kids-with-computer-science/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0HzEBLlJxlrwBAHJ5S9JQg


Drama 
Aim The drama curriculum at Lea Manor promotes lifelong super learners who embrace and encourage social justice and integrity. Each 

lesson within the curriculum will be designed to enhance self-esteem, self-awareness, self-actualization and promote each pupil’s 
individuality and talents.  
 

Course 
Content 

 
Skills At the end of Key Stage Three, the drama curriculum aims to produce Super Learners who can not only apply the 5Rs but also the 

Drama Department’s 5Cs. Drama students at Lea Manor will be; creative, confident, conscientious, curious and committed learners 
with the ability to both lead and work effectively within a team. 
 

Feedback 
Exam  

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity once every 3 weeks where the 
teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement (SITS).  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their 
work based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 

How to 
help your 

child 

Take your child to the theatre, watch plays on television, read with them 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

Attending, participating and watching school productions, showcases and talent shows. 



Future 
Progression 
and careers 

A level Drama and Theatre Studies 
BTEC diploma Performing Arts 
 
Theatre industry: actor, designer, technician, director, front of house, stage manager, theatre man 
Broader industries: doctor, lawyer, motivational speaker, politician, teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 

Aim At Lea Manor, we teach English in a way that encourages our pupils to connect with the world they live in, while 
preparing them for their GSCEs. We motivate pupils to become responsible participants in their local communities to 
ensure they are as prepared as possible for whatever sources they are given. Pupils, in turn, are able to show their 
rationality as they are able to communicate how and why they are exploring different perspectives in life. Pupils are 
expected to be resilient in the way they study and apply their knowledge; we teach that all subjects are linked and they 
must use all the tools at their disposal to demonstrate perceptive inferences. We regularly give feedback through SITS 
tasks, in which pupils reflect upon their strengths, weaknesses and improvements on the skills being focused on. After 
reflection, students must be resourceful in how they apply their new knowledge to the next skills set being focused on and 
also, most importantly, connecting their life experiences and prior knowledge to all skills taught. 

Course 
Content 

 

 
Autumn One Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

7 
Novel study Lang 1 

AO1 AO2 AO5 AO6 

Introduce S-Q-I-ZE 
paragraph structure to 
help with inference 

Identify and use 
language devices 

Create stories from 
images, words, quotes, 
film, story board as 
stimulus 

Create story boards 

Non-Fiction- 
Lang 2 

AO1 AO2 AO5 
AO6 

Continue with 

 S-Q-I-ZE 

Non-fiction 
writing 

Use current 
affairs, films, 
news stories 

Compare 
stories 

Poems from other 
cultures 

AO1 AO2 

Analysing literary 
devices 

S-Q-I-Z-E 

Use a variety of 
poems 

Teach historical 
knowledge of each 
poem 

Developing 
identity and 
opinions 

Shakespeare 

AO1 AO2 

Variety of Shakespeare 
works 

Analysing language, 
understanding social and 
historical context 

Developing ideas and 
opinions about 
Shakespeare and his 
characters, themes, 
settings and context 

Plays and script 
writing 

AO1 AO2 

AO5 AO6 

 
Reading and 
writing scripts. 

 
understanding 
and analysing 
genre 

Creative 
Writing 
AO5 and AO6 

 
Identifying 
and using 
literary 
devices. 

 
Writing 
structure 

 
Writing for 
purpose 



Different 
genres of non-
fiction text 

Social and 
historical 
context of 
stories 

Developing 
and justifying 
opinions 

 

8 
Novel study Lang 1 

AO1 AO2 AO5 AO6 

Introduce S-Q-I-ZE 
paragraph structure to 
help with inference 

Identify and use 
language devices 

Create stories from 
images, words, quotes, 
film, story board as 
stimulus 

Create story boards 

 

Non-Fiction- 
Lang 2 

AO1 AO2 AO5 
AO6 

Continue with 

 S-Q-I-ZE 

Non-fiction 
writing 

Use current 
affairs, films, 
news stories 

Compare 
stories 

Poems from other 
cultures 

AO1 AO2 

Analysing literary 
devices 

S-Q-I-Z-E 

Use a variety of 
poems 

Teach historical 
knowledge of each 
poem 

Developing 
identity and 
opinions 

 Shakespeare 

AO1 AO2 

Variety of Shakespeare 
works 

Analysing language, 
understanding social and 
historical context 

Developing ideas and 
opinions about 
Shakespeare and his 
characters, themes, 
settings and context 

Plays and script 
writing 

AO1 AO2 

AO5 AO6 

 
Reading and 
writing scripts. 

 
understanding 
and analysing 
genre 

Creative 
Writing 
AO5 and AO6 

 
Identifying 
and using 
literary 
devices. 

 
Writing 
structure 

 
Writing for 
purpose 



Different 
genres of non-
fiction text 

Social and 
historical 
context of 
stories 

Developing 
and justifying 
opinions 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

A Christmas Carol 

Social/historical 
context 

Thematic 
Understanding 

Narrative/plot 
development 

Character Analysis 

Poetry 

 8 Power 
poems 
Anthology 

Thematic 
Analysis 

Comparison 
with other 
materials 

 

 
Macbeth 

Social/Historical 
Context 

Understanding of 
Supernatural 

 Thematic analysis 
of sub-themes  

Language Analysis 

 
Poetry 

8 Conflict poems 
Anthology 

S   Social/Historical Context 

     Thematic Analysis 

Language Analysis 

 
An Inspector 
Calls 

Language 
analysis 

Understanding 
the sub-
characters 

 

 
Unseen 
Poetry 

Spoken word 

Creation of 
Poetry 

Analysis of 
unseen texts 

 

Skills This course will enable pupils develop the following skills:  
• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding  
• read critically, and use the knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing  
• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately  
• use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately  
• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. In addition, they must enable students to:  
• listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English effectively 



Feedback 

 

Pupils do a fortnightly SITS to check in on how they are developing and understanding skills being developed. Students 
are provided verbal and written feedback throughout the term to ensure they understand where they are at in developing 
the skills being taught. 
 

Students are assessed using AQA specification 

How to help 
your child 

We encourage pupils to read widely and very the genre of texts they are reading. Watching historical films and 
documentaries is also encouraged to widen pupils understanding of the world. Have conversations with your student 
about the texts they are reading and how they can connect to different subjects they are learning or have learnt. 

Super Learner 
Clubs 

British Sign Language on Tuesday in E6 with Miss Kunde 

Social Issues on Tuesday in E2 with Ms Robertson 

Sewing Club on Tuesday in E1 with Mrs Vitty and Mrs Robinson 

Film Club on Wednesday in EHS with Mr Butler 

Debate Club on Wednesday in HHS with Ms Gibson 

Further 
Reading and 

useful 
websites 

Encourage your child to read and watch a variety of texts with an extensive range of themes. BBC Bitesize KS3 is an 
excellent resource to use for extended learning. 
 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

English is an integral part of all future careers. Learning, understanding and demonstrating effective written, spoken and 
non-verbal communication are imperative for all skills sets required in all jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food and Nutrition 
Aim In Food and Nutrition we want our super learners to understand food from farm to fork and use this information to make rational food 

choices throughout their lives. Our aim is to help develop learners with a lifelong love of cooking that allows them to enjoy and achieve, 
whilst making responsible healthy choices when preparing food for themselves and others in a variety of contexts. In order to do this we 
equip learners with the necessary knowledge, understanding and skills required to make a range of dishes and reflect upon their making 
experience in order to improve their skills and build resilience.   
We are keen to ensure that our learners are aware of healthy food choices and economic and environmental issues. This helps them to 
become resourceful in the decisions they make around food, and helps prevent a negative impact upon their health and wellbeing in later life. 

Course 
Content 

 

Year 

Term 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

7 & 8 

During Year 7 and 8 the Food and Nutrition Groups are on a rotation with Design and Technology.  During the 
year they will study a term (13 weeks) of Food and Nutrition.  The key knowledge and skills they learn in each 

year is shown below. 

7 

Health and Safety, Use of Equipment, Basic Cooking, 
Knife Techniques, Healthy Eating, Cooking Methods 

and Commodities 

Analysis and Evaluation of their own food, Sensory 
Testing, Seasonality, Nutrition, Adapting and Creating 

New Dishes, Research and Analysis of data 

8 

Food Storage and Temperature Control, Cooking 
Techniques, Macro Nutrients and Food Sources, 

Traffic Light System and Excess of Macro Nutrients 

Sauce Making, Staple Foods (Rice and Pasta), Food 
Provenance, Adapting Recipes for Healthy Living, 

Dietary Needs, and Evaluating Cooked Food 

9 

Food Poisoning, 
Culture 
Relevance, Basic 
Skills and 
Nutritional 
Properties 

Nutritional 
Analysis, 
Methods of 
Heat Transfer, 
Planning and 
Developing 
Recipes and 
Evaluation 

Food 
Experiments and 
Product 
Development 

Planning and 
Research, 
Developing of 
skills and 
Evaluation  

Food 
Experiments, 
Developing 
skills and 
Research Skills 

Knowledge and 
Nutritional Test, 
Practical 
Techniques, 
Planning and 
Adaption 
Sensory 
Evaluation 

 

Skills We have high expectations of all students, requiring them to develop knowledge of tools and equipment, time management, 
organisation and a responsible attitude towards health and safety, all of which are transferable skills. 
We endeavour to develop the practical skills of planning, preparing, making and presenting food whilst applying the principles 
of food science, nutrition, food commodities, diet and healthy eating. We plan to achieve this through skill based practical 
assessments, time managed tasks and food investigation and experimentation work. 



Feedback 
 

Pupils do a fortnightly SITS at Year 7 and 8 and half-termly SITS at Year 9  to check in on how pupils are developing and understanding skills 
being developed. Students are provided verbal and written feedback throughout the term to ensure they understand where they are at in 
developing the skills being taught. 

How to 
help your 

child 

Practice Cooking at home with your child 
Watch Cooking programmes for example Bake Off, Junior Bake Off and MasterChef 
Practice reading recipes and planning menus 
 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

Bake Off on Wednesday in T7 with MS Scales 
Spanish Food Club on Wednesday in Y74 with Mr Rivas 

Further 
Reading and 

useful 
websites 

 
https://kahoot.com/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrdtsbk/resources/1 
 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

• Sous Chef 
• Baker 
• Food Lecturer/ Teacher 
• Head Chef 
• Butcher 
• Catering Manager 
• Hotel Manager 
• Wedding Planner 
• Food and Beverage Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 



French 
Aim In the Modern foreign Languages Department our curriculum aims to provide our learners with the knowledge and skills needed 

to be able to communicate across a range of topics and develop their cultural awareness of the target language countries.  
We want our learners to develop linguistic skills that can be applied to the English language and also to other disciplines, so their 
work is not limited to the purpose of language acquisition but it develops skills that can be transferred to other areas of the school 
curriculum. 
The themes covered at KS3 are relevant from two perspectives because they are linked not only to their current world and 
experiences but also to their future, as it is the case of the topics of education and work where emphasis is put on plans for 
academic and professional pathways. 
Learners will embrace the Lea Manor 5R’s in different ways. They will be resourceful through the use of available printed and 
online resources that can help them understand vocabulary and concepts, as wells as develop their skills and knowledge. Their 
reflectiveness will be developed through reading and through the interpretation of grammatical features. Responsibility will be 
key to ensure that the study of the vocabulary is regularly carried out in order to ensure the best possible access to the language 
in lessons. Resilience will be equally important to overcome the difficulties encountered to understand the grammatical 
differences between different languages. Rationality will be developed in order to understand the rules and logical processes of 
the target language. 

Course 
Content 

YEAR MODULE 1 MODULE 2 MODULE 3 MODULE 4 

YEAR 7 Me, family and friends 
Learning to introduce 
and describe yourself 
and your family. 

Family relationships  
Talking about your 
relationships with family and 
friends, expressing your views 
about them. 

Free time activities 
Saying what you do in 
your free time, 
expressing opinions on a 
range of leisure activities. 

Food 
Talking about your meals 
and your favourite food and 
drinks, as well as using 
language in the contexts of 
shopping for food or 
ordering it at a restaurant. 

YEAR 8 Healthy life 
Talking about healthy 
and unhealthy 
lifestyles, expressing 
your views and 
justifying these.  

Home, town and region 
Describing your home and 
town with detail, comparing 
their past and present and 
saying where you would like 
to live in the future. 

Travel and tourism 
Talking about your 
experiences during a past 
holiday and making 
plans for your next one. 

School and studies 
Describing your school and 
subjects, expressing opinions 
on these and aspects of the 
school, as well as talking 
about plans for future 
studies. 



YEAR 9 Work 
Talking about jobs, 
workplaces, helping at 
home and a past work 
experience, as well as 
making plans for your 
professional future. 
  

Technology in every day’s life 
Talking about the use of 
modern technology, 
advantages and disadvantages, 
expressing opinions on it and 
justifying these. 

Shopping 
Talking about shopping 
habits, preferences and 
developing your 
communication skills in 
the context of a shopping 
conversation. 

Social issues 
Talking about different 
lifestyles and the issues 
affecting people’s health and 
lives. 

Skills Within the course our learners will:  

 Use and understand information in sentences, texts of varying lengths. 

 Use and understand preferences and personal opinions. 

 Use and understand justifications of preferences and personal opinions. 

 Use and understand language in different tenses. 

 Use and understand a range of vocabulary and structures that bring variety to the language. 
 

Feedback 
 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have two written feedback opportunities every half- term where the 
teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their work 
based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 
 

How to help 
your child 

The best way to help your child in MFL is ensuring that he/she is becoming confident with the vocabulary relevant to the current 
topic. Every student in KS3 is issued with a vocabulary booklet with the vocabulary organised into the different years and topics. 
Students should go over the relevant vocabulary on a weekly basis.  
Students have also access to ‘Linguascope’, an online resource to which the MFL department is subscribed and that allows to 
practise language knowledge through listening, reading and writing tasks and games. Every unit also contains a final assessment. 
Students can obtain the username and password needed for this resource from any of the members of the MFL department. 
There are many additional opportunities provided by online TV platforms such as Netflix or Amazon that broadcast a range of 
programmes, films and series in their original version. 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

To further develop language acquisition skills and immersion in cultural aspects of target language countries, the Modern 
Foreign Languages department offers the following clubs: 
Arabic language: Tuesday in Y73 with Miss Betraoui 
Spanish Cuisine: Wednesday in Y74 with Mr Rivas 



Further 
Reading and 

useful 
websites 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zgdqxnb (French) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zfckjxs (Spanish) 
This website contains not only listening and reading tasks, but also a collection of video clips where native speakers of the 
language talk about topics closely clinked to the KS3 and KS4 languages curriculum. 
Work on vocabulary acquisition and grammar can also be found in: 
www.memrise.com  

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

For learners intending to take further studies, the logical progression would be GCSE and AS French. 
In terms of employment, there are many opportunities for students of French to find jobs in the tourism industry and 
multinational companies, as well as in other areas such as teaching, translation services and interpreting. You may have the 
opportunity to work in a French speaking country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zgdqxnb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zfckjxs
http://www.memrise.com/


Geography 

Aim Geography is concerned with the study of places, the human and physical processes which shape them and the people who live 

in them. It helps pupils to make sense of their surroundings and to gain a better appreciation and understanding of the variety of 

physical and human conditions on the earth’s surface such as:- 

 Global warming 

 Globalisation 

 The rights and wrongs of urbanization 

 Citizenship/stewardship 

 

Geography must be an in depth study of the real world. It must seek explanations about how the world works and help us think 

about alternative futures, such as decision makers influence – are the powerful people always right? 

 

The Geography curriculum at Lea Manor will develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the future 

of the human habitat and thereby enhance pupils' sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people. 

Course 

Content 

              

Year 

Term 

Autumn Spring Summer 

7 
Plate Tectonics and natural 
disasters Weather and Climate Ecosystems and Biomes 

8  Development Coasts and Rivers Living Local 



9 Population Consuming Energy Contemporary Issues 
  

Skills Students will be taught how to use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied, use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world, use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 

and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital technologies.  

  

 

Feedback 

 

End of unit assessments and SITS feedback opportunities at least once per half term 

How to 

help your 

child 

Encourage them to talk about what they have learnt and keep up to date with the news to encourage them to learn about the 

world around them 

Super 

Learner 

Clubs 

Humanities Club in HL1 on Wednesday with Ms Baig 

Geography Film Club in HL5 on Wednesday with Ms Walker 

Environmental Club in S6 on Tuesday with Mr Gould 

Eco Club in HL2 on Wednesday with Ms Parker 

Further 

Reading 

and useful 

websites 

National Geographic  https://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 

BBC Bitesize Geography  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg


Future 

Progression 

and careers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Town Planner                                     

• Landscape Architect 

• Education Officer 

• Animal Collection Keeper 

• Cartographer 

 Teacher  

 Geologist 

 Palaeontologist 

 Pilot 

 Travel Agent 

 

 Environmental Consultant 

 Archaeologist 

 Meteorologist 

 Conservation Officer 

 Recycling Office 

 And many more… 



 

History 

Aim The History department fulfils Lea Manors’ mission of promoting the potential for every student to be the very best they 
can be by emotionally connecting with their history through a curriculum focussed upon the development of transferable 
skills through critical analysis, reflection upon historical issues and evaluation of historical interpretation.  The result of 
this is the transformation of our students into ambitious, lifelong independent learners who are responsible, morally 
committed and upstanding members of the community. 

Students will also embrace the 5 R’s through Reflecting on past events and being Rational in their judgements.      

Course Content        Autumn 
term 1 

Autumn 
term 2 

Spring 
term 1 

Spring 
term 2 

Summer 
term 1 

Summer 
term 2 

7 What is 
History? 

. 

The 
Norman 
Conquest 

Medieval 
England 

Tudor 
England 

Elizabethan 
England 

The Stuarts 

8 The British Empire Slavery Civil 
Rights 

Women’s 
Rights 

Crime and 
Punishment 

9 World 
War 1 

Surgery 
on the 

Western 
Front 

World 
War 2 

Nazi Germany 20th 
Century 
Conflicts 

 

Skills In history, the students will develop their abilities in: 

 Making a judgement based on evidence 

 Describing key features 

 Explaining causes and consequences 

 Writing analytical narrative accounts  
 Analysing interpretations and making judgements 

 Source analysis 



Feedback 

 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity once every half term 
where the teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make 
improvements to their work based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 
They will also have end of topic tests to give them a chance to revisit previous knowledge and show their understanding of 
the content. 

How to help 
your child 

You can encourage your child to develop in history by: 

 Encouraging them to attend Super Learner Clubs 

 Visit local historical sites  

 Support in historical research that will be included in their extended learning.  

Super Learner 
Clubs 

 

Conspiracy Theories on Tuesday in Y78 with Miss Gurney 
Humanities Club on Wednesday in HL1 with Ms Baig 

Further Reading 
and useful 
websites 

BBC bitesize 
GCSEpod 

Future 
Progression and 

careers 

Museum studies, Research, Anthropology, Archaeology, Law, Politics, Journalism, Teaching, Cultural heritage, Publishing, 
Restoration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths 
Aim Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and 

engineering, and necessary for financial literacy.   A high-quality mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding the world, 
an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject; the mathematics 
curriculum at Lea Manor High School does this.  The curriculum focuses on developing students in three strands of mathematical thinking - 
fluency, reasoning and problem-solving – so that the key skills and processes learnt in the classroom can be applied to practical, real-world 
scenarios.  Our curriculum is geared to ensure that we develop super learners who are resilient, who can think rationally, logically and 
critically and who make outstanding progress to achieve their full potential. 

Course 
Content 

 

 Autumn Half 
Term 1 

Autumn Half 
Term 2 

Spring Half Term 1 Spring Half Term 
2 

Summer Half 
Term 1 

Summer Half Term 
2 

Year 7  Expressions 
and Equations 

 Integers and 
Estimations 

 Perimeter and 
Area 

 Data collections 
and Averages 

 Fractions, Decimals 
and Percentages 

 HCF, LCM and 
Indices 

 Fractions 

 Sequences 

 Angles 

 Probability 

 Percentages 

 Expanding and 
Factorising 

 Ratios and 
Proportion 

Year 8  Growth and 
Decay 

 Standard Form 
and Indices 

 Equations and 
Inequalities 

 Plans and 
Elevations 

 

 Probability  

 Linear Graphs 

 Pythagoras’ 
Theorem 

 Transformations 

 Representing 
Data 

 Stroop Effect 
Project 

 Volume 

  

Skills Throughout the course, pupils will 

 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems 
over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately 

 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, 
justification or proof using mathematical language  

 be able to solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, 
including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions. 

Feedback 
 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity three times a half- term where the teacher 
feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their work based on the 
improvement feedback from the teacher. 
 



How to 
help your 

child 

Ask your child to tell you what they have learnt in their maths lessons. 
Encourage your child to complete the weekly mymaths/MathsWatch extended learning tasks. 
 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

Origami with Mr Ankomah on Wednesdays in M3 
Chess Club with Mr Acquah on Wednesdays in M2 
 

Further 
Reading 

and useful 
websites 

www.mymaths.co.uk (Username: leamanor, Password: prime) 
vle.mathswatch.co.uk 
www.corbettmaths.com 
 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

Mathematics is used in most careers.  Below are some careers where studying mathematics piost-16 is essential: 
Actuary, Architect, Budget Analyst, Cartographer, Cryptanalyst, Economist, Engineer, Financial Analyst, Foreign Exchange Trader, 
Mathematician, Quantitative Financial Market Analyst, Statistician, Stockbroker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music 
Aim Students at Lea Manor will be exposed to a rich and diverse curriculum where they will develop into the all rounded musician 

that they aspire to be. Music is used as a communication tool to express the social, moral, political, spiritual and cultural identity 
of people from around the world, and this is reflected in the varied schemes of learning that are offered at Lea Manor to develop 
all of our students into life-long, passionate super learners. 

Course 
Content 

 



Skills At KS3, Students will develop their understanding of the three key principles of music; performing, composing and listening and 
appraising. The will explore a range of musical styles including reggae, classical, pop music and film music, demonstrating their 
understanding using a wide variety of instruments provided by the music department such as the keyboard, guitar, African 
drums, steel pans and ukulele. Through these practical tasks, students are able to develop transferable skills such as critical 
thinking, collaboration, leadership skills as well as the five R’s. 

Feedback 
Exam  

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity once every 3 weeks where the 
teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement (SITS).  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their 
work based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 

How to 
help your 

child 

We have a range of teachers that offer 1 to 1 or group lessons in their instruments. Listening to your students perform at home 
will build their confidence as well as attending and participating in our school performances and showcases. 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

Music Tech Club on Wednesday in Mu1 with Mr Sheehy 
 
Grade 5 Theory on Tuesday in Mu2 with Mr Sheehy 

Further 
Reading 

and useful 
websites 

 
BBC Bitesize KS 3 Music  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

 Musician 

 Radio DJ 

 Songwriter 

 Producer 

 Music Lawyer                                    

 Music Publishing 

 Music Journalist 

 Roadie 

 Social Media Analyst 

 Sound Engineer 

And many more… 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82


 

Physical Education 

Aim Physical Education at Lea Manor high school aims to produce a pupil who is inspired to succeed and excel in competitive sport 

and other physically-demanding activities. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities are designed to build 

character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect. The PE department provides opportunities for pupils to 

become physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness.  

Using a holistic approach to develop a well-rounded student, we aim to ensure that regular participation, enjoyment of 

competition and the achievement of excellence is evident in all of our pupils.  

Course 

Content 

 

Year: Sports Covered: 

7 Fundamentals: Football, Basketball, Handball, Rugby, Badminton, Trampolining, Table Tennis, Swimming, Fitness, 
Cricket, Athletics  

8 Applied: Football, Basketball, Handball, Rugby, Badminton, Trampolining, Table Tennis, Swimming, Fitness, Cricket, 
Athletics 

9 Advanced: Football, Basketball, Handball, Rugby, Badminton, Trampolining, Table Tennis, Swimming, Fitness, Cricket, 
Athletics 

 

Skills In PE, the skills that are developed are: 

• Sports specific skills and techniques 

• Influencing of the game 

• Communication with team mates 

• Response to environmental conditions 

• Tactical understanding 

• Adaptations to opposition actions  



Feedback 

 

Pupils will do half termly SITS feedback tasks and respond to make improvements to their knowledge and skill ability in 

previously covered topics.  

Pupils complete the Cambridge Nationals Sport Studies course, consisting of three coursework units and one exam unit.  

How to help 

your child 

We encourage pupils to take opportunities presented within the school, and local community to join sports clubs or take part in 

physical activity. We offer a range of super-learner clubs that pupils can attend after school, and also take part in Luton schools 

competitions throughout the academic year.  

Super 

Learner 

Clubs 

During the Autumn term, we offer: Basketball, Rugby, Badminton, Netball 

During the Spring term, we offer: Football, Rugby, Netball 

During the Summer term, we offer: Athletics, Rugby 

Further 

Reading and 

useful 

websites 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/assessment/ 

 

 

 

Future 

Progression 

and careers 

Throughout our curriculum, we make relevant links to the different career prospects in sport. This includes: sports coaching, 

sports science and sports management.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/assessment/


PSHE 
Aim Aim taken from your curriculum intent statement – don’t use all of the statement.  Keep brief and succinct, include 5Rs and relate to your 

subject 

PSHE education is a school subject through which pupils develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep 
themselves healthy and safe, and prepared for life and work. 

Our Programme of Study for PSHE education  aims to develop skills and attributes such as resilience, self-esteem, risk-
management, teamwork and critical thinking in the context of three core themes: health and wellbeing, relationships and living in 
the wider world (including economic wellbeing and aspects of careers education). The programme allows our students to be 
reflective, resourceful, and rational whilst teaching them to be responsible young people. 

Skills Within this course the skills learnt are 

 How to become a responsible adult and keep themselves safe from substance misuse, internet safety and sexual health 

 Help raise aspirations and provide guidance to improve life chances 
 Develop confidence through discussion and presentations 

 Understanding how to communicate effectively and confidently within relationships. 

 Preparing children and young people for future roles as parents, employees and leaders. 
 Economic wellbeing: budgeting, saving 

Feedback 
 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity once every term where the 
teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their work 
based on the improvement feedback from the teacher.  

How to 
help your 

child 

It is imperative that Parent/Carers ask their child about the lessons and skills they have learnt. Encourage the student to 
participate in Super learner clubs to broaden knowledge in all aspect of school life.  
Encourage and share own life experiences. 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

We have a vast array of super learner clubs and ALL will help develop your child in every aspect of PSHE. 

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/programme-study-pshe-education-key-stages-1%E2%80%935


Course 
Content 

 
 Autumn 1 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Spring 1 

 

Spring 2 

 

Summer 
1 

 

Summer 2 

 

Year 

7 
Transition to 

secondary 

school (All 

about me) 

Diversity, 

prejudice 

and 

bullying 

including 

cyber 

bullying 

Managing 

puberty and 

the issues of 

unwanted 

contact and 

FGM 

Managing 

on- and off-

line 

friendships 

Healthy Lives 
Smoking, 
alcohol 
 

 

Saving, 

spending and 

budgeting our 

money  

Careers 

  
     

Year 

8 
Rights and 

responsibilities 

in the 

community 

 

Alcohol and drug 

misuse and 
managing 
peer influence 

Mental health 

and emotional 

wellbeing, 

including body 

image 

Introduction to 
sexuality and 

consent 

First Give 

Charity 

competition 

Tackling racism 
and religious 
discrimination, 
promoting 
human rights 

Evaluating value 
for money 

in services. 

Careers 

       

Year 

9 
Peer pressure, 

assertiveness 

and risk, gang 

crime 

Expect Respect 

 

Watch Over me 

Managing peer 

pressure in 

relation to illicit 

substances 

 

Relationships 

and sex 

education 

including 

healthy 

relationships 

and consent 

Contraception 

Assessing the 
risks of drug and 

alcohol abuse and 
addiction 

 

Identifying 
learning 
strengths and 
setting goals as 
part of the 
GCSE options 
process 

Understanding 

careers and 

future 

aspirations 

 

 

 



Further 
Reading 

and useful 
websites 

www.mybodyboard.co.uk 
www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources 
www.truetube.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites 

www.luton.gov.uk/Jobs_and_careers/careers-explore 
www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk 
 
 

List of careers 
– can be found 
on your SOL 
under Gatsby 
benchmarks 

Nurse, Health Worker, Social worker, Teacher, Politician, Student support officer, Motivational speaker, Public services, accountant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mybodyboard.co.uk/
http://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources
http://www.truetube.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites
http://www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/


Religious Education 
Aim Religious Education contributes significantly to the culture and character of pupils at Lea Manor. Pupils naturally develop the 

5R’s through the deep questioning and communicating effectively with each other. Pupils will explore big questions about faith, 
beliefs, opinions of others regarding pertinent contemporary moral issues. 

The Religious Education curriculum will help to develop responsibility and respect for all aspects of diversity, whether it be 
social, cultural, spiritual, moral and prepare pupils well for life in modern Britain. 

The overarching concepts for Religious Studies at Lea Manor are: 

 Personal growth – developing compassion and empathy   

 Respect – showing tolerance of others beliefs, opinions and cultures  

 Asking Big Questions – communicating effectively and listening to others  

 Morality – understanding right from wrong, accepting rules and boundaries  

 Courageous Advocacy – challenging injustice by standing up for the rights of other 

 
Course 
Content 

Religious        
Education 

 

     
Autumn 1 

      
Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

      
Spring 2 

    
Summer 1 

   
Summer 2 

 
 
7 

 
 

Creation 
 
 

 
 

Suffering 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship 
 
 

 
 

Celebration 
 
 

 
 

Lion King 
 
 

 
 

Revision 
 
 

 
 
8 

 
British Values 

& 
Religion 

 
 

 
Sikh South/      

Asian 
communities 

 
 

 
 

Religious views 
on life and war 

 
 

 
 

Life after death 
 
 

 
 

Authority and 
obedience 

 

 
 

Revision 
 
 



 
 
9 

 
 

 
Nicky Cruz 

& 
Ethics 

 
 

 
Social justice 

& Inspirational 
People 

 
 

 
Bridging unit         

for GCSE 
 
 

 
 

Christian 
Beliefs 

 
 

 
 

Christian 
Beliefs 

 
 

 
 
 

Revision 
 
 

 
 

Skills This course will enable pupils to develop the following skills: 
 

 Investigation- this includes knowing how to use sources in order to gather information and asking relevant questions 
 Interpretation-this includes the ability to draw meaning from symbols, works of art and religious text 
 Reflection-this includes the ability to reflect on feelings, experience, attitudes, beliefs, values, relationships, practices and 

ultimate questions. 
 Empathy – this includes: developing the power of imagination to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and 

sorrow; the ability to consider the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others and the ability to 
see the world through the eyes of others, and to see issues from their point of view. 

 Evaluation – this includes: the ability to debate issues of religious significance with reference to evidence, argument, 
opinion and statements of faith; weighing the respective claims of self-interest, consideration for others, religious teaching 
and individual conscience. 

 Analysis – this includes: distinguishing between opinion, belief and fact; recognizing prejudice and stereotyping and 
distinguishing between the features of different religions. 

 Application – this includes: making links between religion and individual, community, national and international life; and 
identifying key religious values and their links with secular values. 

 Expression – this includes: the ability to articulate ideas, beliefs and values and the ability to respond to religious ideas, 
beliefs and questions through a variety of media. 

 Self-understanding – this includes: the ability to draw meaning from significant experiences in their own and others’ lives 
and from religious questions and answers. 

Feedback 
 

Pupils are provided ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity every half- term where 
the teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is then given an opportunity to make 
improvements to their work based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 
Students are assessed using the criteria and assessment objectives for KS4 exams. 
 



How to 
help your 

child 

 Ensure extended learning set is completed to a high standard and handed in on time 
● Encourage students to read widely, attend the library and have a consistent approach to reading with them 

● Encourage students to write using accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar as well as ambitious vocabulary 

● Ensuring there is a quiet place to concentrate and study at home and away from any distractions  

● Taking students to visit a variety of holy buildings and museums 
 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

● Conspiracy theories on Tuesdays in Y78 with Ms Gurney 
● Humanities Club 0n Wednesdays in HL1 with Mrs Baig 

Further 
Reading 

and useful 
websites 

● The Bible  
● The Quran - English Translation 
● Other Religious Holy Books 
● AQA Revision Guide 
● BBC Bitesize 
● Seneca Learning 

 

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

 Advice worker 
 Archivist 
 Charity fundraiser 
 Counsellor 
 Civil Service administrator 
 Community development worker 
 International aid/development worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mediator 
 Newspaper journalist 
 Police officer 
 Teacher 
 Legal Career 
 Youth worker 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/advice-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/civil-service-administrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/international-aid-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/mediator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/police-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker


 

Design and Technology (Product Design)  
Aim 

The Design and Technology Department at Lea Manor High School educate and prepare students so they have a 
broad knowledge of design, technology, engineering and transferable skills for solving and performing everyday real 
and relevant tasks confidently within a variety of life contexts, thereby equipping the student to be independent, 
creative learners that are keen and enthusiastic about innovative new technology. 

 

Course Content The Design and Technology department have a carousel system. They complete two projects in Design and technology and one in Food 
technology.  
Below is the content covered in each year group:  
Year 7                                                                                          Year 8                                                                               Year 9  
Knowledge covered:                                                                 Knowledge covered:                                                      Knowledge covered: 

 Market research                                              Build upon the Year 7 knowledge and -                      Build upon the Year 7and 8 
knowledge and -  

 Logo design      - Complex electronics     - Material selection  
 Material categories     - Rendering      - Sources and origins of materials  
 Cut and joining processes    - Complex circuits     - Forces and stresses  
 Safety symbols      - Finishing techniques     - Manufacturing processes  
 Stock forms and  types     - Scales of productions     - Types of engineering drawing  
 Paper sizes      - Evaluating models     - New technologies   
 Manufacturing boards     - Surface treatments    - Tolerances  
 Polymers      - Safety requirements     - Fuel types  
 Electronic circuits     - CAD/CAM     - Renewable energy  
 Tools and Machines            

 Working drawing  

Skills The skills we teach in KS3 are revisited every project in every year:  
 Research skills 
 Design skills  
 Researching skills 
 Analysing skills  
 Evaluating skills  
 Practical skills  
 Health and Safety skills  

 



Feedback 

 

Feedback is given for the three aspects in KS3: 
 Theory  
 Design  
 Practical  

This is in line with the KS3 national curriculum and KS4 assessment requirements for both Engineering and Product 
Design.  
Students are assessed at the end of the project with a 20 - 40min exam, based on the knowledge and skills taught in the 
term.  

How to help your 
child 

Encourage your child to attend a super learner club with more detail in the next section.  
Research and explore products with your child, find out how and why they are used.  
Take them to shops such as Ikea to explore different designs.  
Visit the British or/and Design museum in London.  
Encourage them to use the BBC bitesize website  and reflect on their learning from lessons. 
Let them help out with your basic DIY jobs at home, be careful though!!!  
 

Super Learner 
Clubs 

3D modelling club 
Mechanical club  
Enterprise Club  

Further Reading 
and useful 
websites 

BBC Bitesize  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zby2bdm 
Book - The design of everyday things  
GCSE POD 

Future 
Progression and 

careers 

Future Progression from KS3 DT 
Subjects for KS4 - Product Design, Engineering, Maths, Science, Computer Science, Art and Design.  
Life skills - Research skills, measurement knowledge, problem solving skills,  basic DIY skills, an eye for design and 
most importantly to be more creative!!  

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zby2bdm


Science (KS3) 

Aim Science aims to engage and inspire students to be super learners through investigations which couple scientific methods.  Our 

students will enhance their scientific eloquence which feeds into the 5R’s culture of the school. Students are to build their science 

knowledge and understanding through their resilience and their rational approach to the subject. As they become more 

responsible for their learning they will be reflective and resourceful in the way that they meet their targets in the subject.   Our 

curriculum is built upon the 5 main ideas that underpin scientific phenomena; cells, interdependence, forces, energy and 

particles. Strengthening the understanding of these concepts and using them as a foundation to build pupils’ knowledge of 

scientific concepts will enable pupils to gain a deeper understanding of phenomena and ask exploratory questions.  

Course 

Content 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Spring Summer 

1 2 1 2 1 2 

 Working scientifically 
To be delivered all the way through the Key stage 3 course 

 Graphing skills  

 Practical skills  

 Health and safety 

7 

Particles and 
their 
behaviour  

 Experiment 
and explain 
changing 
state 

 Explain 
particles on 
the move 

 
Elements, 
atoms and 
compounds 

 To identify 
elements, 

Forces  

 Investigate 
forces 

 Hooke’s law of 
a spring and 
elastic band 

 Understand 
weight and 
mass 

 Describe 
balanced and 
unbalanced 
forces 

Energy  

Structure and 
function of 
body systems 

 Measuring the 
effects of 
effects of 
exercise 

 Recall body 
systems 

 To know body 
structures and 
their function 

Cells 

 Use of 
microscopes to 
view cells 

Reproduction 

 know the 
body changes 
during 
puberty 

 perform plant 
dissections 
safely 

 discuss 
contraceptive 
methods 

fertilising, 
dispersing 
and 
Germinating 
seeds   

Reactions  

 To perform 
and 
understand 
the different 
types of 
chemical  
reactions  
 

 To write 
balanced 
chemical 
equations 

 
 

Space 

 Space museum 

 An independent 

project on the 

solar system 

 To understand 

our place in the 

solar system 

 



compounds 
and mixture 

 Introduce 
the main 
elements in 
the periodic 
table 

Separation 
techniques  

 Perform 
and 
explain the 
different 
methods 
for 
separating 
mixtures 

 To learn the 

different forms 

of energy 

 Perform 

energy 

conversion 

and represent 

them by 

diagrams 

 Investigate 

heat transfer 

and explain 

how they 

occur 

 Practice 

equations for 

calculating 

energy and 

power  

 

 Build and 
label cells 

Knows what 
each part of the 
cell does 

 
 
 
 

 

Acids and 
alkalis 

 Testing acids 

and alkalis 

 Making 

soluble salts 

e.g. copper 

sulphate 

crystals 

 Reacting 

metals with 

acids 

 

8 The periodic 
table 

 To use the 
periodic 
table for 
predictions 
of 
reactions 
and 
properties 

 Reactions 
of group 1 
observed 

The Earth 

 Identify 
different types 
of rocks 

 Understand 
the carbon 
cycle 

To perform 
recycling  
 
 
 

 
Sound 

 Investigate the 
properties of 
waves 

 Conduct a 
project on 
human hearing 

Understand the 
use of sound 
and ultrasound 
for measuring 

Motion and 
pressure 

 Speed 
calculations 

 Interpret 
graphs 

 Investigating 
pressure in 
solids, liquids 
and gases 

 Investigate 
turning forces 
and how they 

Health and 
lifestyle 

 To know what 
is involved in 
a healthy  

 Investigate the 
result of an 
unhealthy diet 

 Understand 
the process of 
digestion 

 Investigate 
enzymes e.g. 

Ecosystems 
Processes (part 1)  

 Investigating 

photosynthesis 

 Explaining how 

a leaf helps 

photosynthesis 

Discuss aerobic 
and anaerobic 
respiration  
 
 



 Reaction 
patterns in 
group 2 
explored 

 Video of 
reactions 
of group 7 

 
Metals and 
acids  

 Perform 
metals 
reacting 
with  

 Examine 
composite 
materials 
and 
describe 
their 
properties 

  

Electricity and 
Magnetism 

 Investigate 
electrical 
circuits 

 Explain 
insulators and 
conductors 

 Investigate 
permanent and 
temporary 
magnets 

 
 

and examining 
structures 
Light 

 Investigate 
how we see 

 Practically 
investigate 
reflection, 
refraction, 
filters and 
dispersion 

 

are involved in 
equilibrium 

 Finding the 
centre of 
gravity 

 Practicals on 
levers and 
pulleys 

Rennin 
clotting milk 

 The effect of 
drugs on the 
body. E.g. 
alcohol, 
caffeine 

 Research the 
effect of 
smoking on 
the different 
parts of the 
body 
 

  Adaptations 
and Inheritance 
 Look at 

competition 
that exists in 
animal and 
plants 

 Research of an 
animal and 
plant adapted 
for their 
environment 

 Investigate 
variations 
within the 
class 

 Research the 
role of 
Watson, Crick 
and Franklin 

Ecosystems 
Processes (part 2) 
 Use of anaerobic 

respiration in 
fermentation 

 Outline 
interdependence 
and 
bioaccumulation 

 

 Explain Natural 
selection in 
survival and 
extinction 



in the 
discovery of 
the structure 
of DNA 

  

9 CB1 Key 
Concepts in 
Biology 
Central ideas 
in Biology 

 Looking at 
Cells 

 Microscopy 

 How 
enzymes 
work 

 
CB2 Cells and 
Control 
Looking at 
how cells 
develop from 
a single cell to 
be a complex 
organism. 
This process 
needs to be 
controlled 

 Mitosis,  

 Growth 

 Stem cells 

 The nervous 
system 

CB3 Genetics 
Will learn about 
the DNA Code 
and how it 
produces 
features. Will 
study the 
process of 
passing on 
Genetic 
information 

 Meiosis 

 Genetics and 
inheritance 

 Mutations and 
variations 

 
 
 
CC1-CC2 States 
and Separating 
substances  
They will revisit 
states of matter 
and explain the 
science behind 
the separation 
techniques 

CC3-CC4 
Atomic 
Structure and 
the Periodic 
Table 
Students will 
learn how to use 
the periodic 
table and the 
structure of the 
atom to predict 
the way 
chemicals react. 
They will learn 
about the 
history of atom 
and periodic 
table 
 
CC17 Earth and 
Atmosphere 
They will learn 
about  

 The formation 
of the 
atmosphere and 
evidence for it  

 The test for 
gases 

CC8 Acids 
They will look at 

 The nature of 
acids and 
alkalis 

 and the way 
they react 

 balancing 
equations 

 
CP1 Motion 
They will learn 
about 

 scalar and 
vector 
quantities 

 speed and 
acceleration 
calculations 

 using 
distance/time 
graphs and 
velocity/time 
graphs 

 
CP3 
Conservation of 
Energy 

CP4 Waves 

 Look at the 
properties of 
waves in 
terms of 
transverse 
and 
longitudinal 
waves 

Practise the 2 
wave equations  
 
 
 
CP5 Light and 
the 
Electromagnetic 
Spectrum 

 Students will 
investigate 
some of the 
properties of 
light 

 Learn about 
the properties 
of radiation 
that cannot be 
seen 

CB9 Part 1 
Ecosystems 
This involves 
studying the 
inter-relationship 
between plants 
and animals in an 
environment and 
the dangers of 
human activity 
 
 
 
 
Outstanding 
practical skills 
and end of year 
intervention 
 



 Changes in the 
atmosphere 
today 

 Independent 
research on the 
renewable and 
non-renewable 
sources 

  Study the way 
energy can be 
transferred and 
stored 

 Understand 
efficiency 

 They will learn 
about the uses 
and dangers of 
radiation 

  

 

Skills To be able to  

 develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding,  

 understand the nature, processes and methodology of science  

 to develop, learn, and apply observational, practical, modelling and problem solving skills in the laboratory, in the field 

and other learning environments 

Feedback  Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have a written feedback opportunity every 2 to 3 weeks where the 

teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their work 

based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 

They will sit exams at the end of the year to see where they are ready for the start of their GCSE year 10 

 

How to 

help your 

child 

• Ensure that your child is using the CGP publications KS3 Science revision guide  

• GCSEpod very important site that can be used in conjunction with the revision guide. Find out the last time they used the 

site and evidence of its use 

• Extended learning is set on the Educake website. This is set every 2 weeks.  Check that they are actually doing it. You can 

ask for a schedule 

• Those students identified as the target group will be given a list of GCSEpods to watch and revision pages to study. Work 

will be set to check the learning process. Check that they are doing the work 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• GCSE Edexcel (9-1) Combined Science textbooks can be bought for home use 

Super 

Learner 

Clubs 

List the Super Learner Clubs that are relevant to your subject in the following format 

Advanced Science on Wednesday in S1 with Mr Johnson 

Science Surgery on Wednesday in S3 with Dr Tilbrook 

Science Club on Thursday lunch 1 and 2 in S5 with Dr Roy 

Further 

Reading 

and useful 

websites 

 GCSEPod.com. – students have a login 

 WWW.educake.com – students have a login 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience   GCSE Science videos 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/ChrisThorntonUK/playlists  Succeed in your GCSE channel 

Future 

Progression 

and careers 

At the middle of year 9 students will opt to do their options. They can choose to do triple science where they will get a separate 

science GCSE in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Those choosing this route should those that have a love for the subject as they 

will spend 30% of their time doing sicence. The alternate route is to do Combined Science that is worth 2 GCSEs. 

http://www.educake.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChrisThorntonUK/playlists


Spanish 
Aim In the Modern foreign Languages Department our curriculum aims to provide our learners with the knowledge and skills needed 

to be able to communicate across a range of topics and develop their cultural awareness of the target language countries.  
We want our learners to develop linguistic skills that can be applied to the English language and also to other disciplines, so their 
work is not limited to the purpose of language acquisition but it develops skills that can be transferred to other areas of the school 
curriculum. 
The themes covered at KS3 are relevant from two perspectives because they are linked not only to their current world and 
experiences but also to their future, as it is the case of the topics of education and work where emphasis is put on plans for 
academic and professional pathways. 
Learners will embrace the Lea Manor 5R’s in different ways. They will be resourceful through the use of available printed and 
online resources that can help them understand vocabulary and concepts, as wells as develop their skills and knowledge. Their 
reflectiveness will be developed through reading and through the interpretation of grammatical features. Responsibility will be 
key to ensure that the study of the vocabulary is regularly carried out in order to ensure the best possible access to the language 
in lessons. Resilience will be equally important to overcome the difficulties encountered to understand the grammatical 
differences between different languages. Rationality will be developed in order to understand the rules and logical processes of 
the target language. 

Course 
Content 

YEAR MODULE 1 MODULE 2 MODULE 3 MODULE 4 

YEAR 7 Me, family and friends 
Learning to introduce and 
describe yourself and your 
family. 

Family relationships  
Talking about your 
relationships with family 
and friends, expressing your 
views about them. 

Free time activities 
Saying what you do in your 
free time, expressing 
opinions on a range of 
leisure activities. 

Food 
Talking about your 
meals and your 
favourite food and 
drinks, as well as using 
language in the contexts 
of shopping for food or 
ordering it at a 
restaurant. 

YEAR 8 Healthy life 
Talking about healthy and 
unhealthy lifestyles, 
expressing your views and 
justifying these.  

Home, town and region 
Describing your home and 
town with detail, comparing 
their past and present and 
saying where you would 
like to live in the future. 

Travel and tourism 
Talking about your 
experiences during a past 
holiday and making plans 
for your next one. 

School and studies 
Describing your school 
and subjects, expressing 
opinions on these and 
aspects of the school, as 
well as talking about 
plans for future studies. 



YEAR 9 Work 
Talking about jobs, 
workplaces, helping at 
home and a past work 
experience, as well as 
making plans for your 
professional future. 
  

Technology in every day’s 
life 
Talking about the use of 
modern technology, 
advantages and 
disadvantages, expressing 
opinions on it and justifying 
these. 

Shopping 
Talking about shopping 
habits, preferences and 
developing your 
communication skills in the 
context of a shopping 
conversation. 

Social issues 
Talking about different 
lifestyles and the issues 
affecting people’s 
health and lives. 

Skills Within the course our learners will:  

 Use and understand information in sentences, texts of varying lengths. 

 Use and understand preferences and personal opinions. 

 Use and understand justifications of preferences and personal opinions. 

 Use and understand language in different tenses. 

 Use and understand a range of vocabulary and structures that bring variety to the language. 
 

Feedback 
 

Pupils receive ongoing verbal feedback about their work and have two written feedback opportunities every half- term where the 
teacher feedbacks strengths and highlights areas for improvement.  The pupil is given time to make improvements to their work 
based on the improvement feedback from the teacher. 

How to help 
your child 

The best way to help your child in MFL is ensuring that he/she is becoming confident with the vocabulary relevant to the current 
topic. Every student in KS3 is issued with a vocabulary booklet with the vocabulary organised into the different years and topics. 
Students should go over the relevant vocabulary on a weekly basis.  
Students have also access to ‘Linguascope’, an online resource to which the MFL department is subscribed and that allows to 
practise language knowledge through listening, reading and writing tasks and games. Every unit also contains a final assessment. 
Students can obtain the username and password needed for this resource from any of the members of the MFL department. 
There are many additional opportunities provided by online TV platforms such as Netflix or Amazon that broadcast a range of 
programmes, films and series in their original version. 

Super 
Learner 
Clubs 

To further develop language acquisition skills and immersion in cultural aspects of target language countries, the Modern 
Foreign Languages department offers the following clubs: 
Arabic language: Tuesday in Y73 with Miss Betraoui 
Spanish Cuisine: Wednesday in Y74 with Mr Rivas 



Further 
Reading and 

useful 
websites 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zgdqxnb (French) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zfckjxs (Spanish) 
This website contains not only listening and reading tasks, but also a collection of video clips where native speakers of the 
language talk about topics closely clinked to the KS3 and KS4 languages curriculum. 
Work on vocabulary acquisition and grammar can also be found in: 
www.memrise.com  

Future 
Progression 
and careers 

For learners intending to take further studies, the logical progression would be GCSE and AS Spanish. 
In terms of employment, there are many opportunities for students of French to find jobs in the tourism industry and 
multinational companies, as well as in other areas such as teaching, translation services and interpreting. You may have the 
opportunity to work in a Spanish speaking country. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zgdqxnb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zfckjxs
http://www.memrise.com/

